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DIVERSITY 

His Holiness the Dalai Lama to Visit SDSU 

 San Diego State University will host His Holiness the 14
th

 Dalai Lama on April 19 at 

Viejas Arena. The sold-out event is part of the “Compassion Without Borders” tour.  His 

Holiness the 14
th

 Dalai Lama will share his views on upholding ethics, practicing 

forgiveness and tolerance, and coping with the challenges found in today’s society.  

 

For those who do not have tickets to the event, it will be streamed live on the SDSU 

homepage www.sdsu.edu beginning at 9:30 a.m. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

RESEARCH 

The Path to Literacy 
The SDSU Infant and Child Development Lab received a $2.2 million grant from the National Institutes of 

Health to study whether early language comprehension leads to literacy and school-readiness.    

 

The five-year international multi-site study led by SDSU Psychology Professor Margaret Friend will measure 

language comprehension of 250 children starting at 16-20 months-old. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________    

INTERNATIONAL 

Research with Heart 

 

Students in SDSU’s joint doctoral program in global health worked at Worldwide 

Orphans Foundation's Camp Addis in Ethiopia conducting research that will eventually 

better the lives of HIV positive orphans in that region.  

 

They evaluated Camp Addis to determine what medical and psychosocial benefits could 

improve the children’s health. The research created immediately positive results, 

helping the kids cope with their illness and allow them to be more like other children 

their age. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CAMPAIGN 

Darlene Shiley Honored 
April was named Darlene Shiley Month in the City of San Diego recognizing 

the philanthopist’s steadfast support of local institutions, including San Diego 

State University.   

 

At SDSU, Shiley named the Donald P. Shiley BioScience Center in honor of her 

late husband with a $5 million gift. She’s also donated to SDSU’s Musical 

Theatre program, student scholarships and to KPBS, SDSU’s owned and 

operated public broadcast station. 

 

 



ALUMNI 

Film Alumna Wins College Television Award 

 

Recent SDSU grad Iris Caffin was awarded the 2012 Loreen Arbus Focus on 

Disability Scholarship from the College Television Awards. 

 

Caffin’s film, "Strong Souls, Gentle Spirits" tells the story of Jolena, an 8-

year-old girl diagnosed with autism whose life is turned around when she is 

matched with an autism service dog. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

STUDENTS 

Greek Week Raises $20K for Somalia  
Greek organizations raised more than $20,000 for C.U.R.E. Africa, a nonprofit 

organization started by two San Diego State students. 

 

The money raised will help build wells in Somalia and provide food and supplies 

for Somali communities. Fraternity and sorority members also participated in a 

community service project at Iftin Charter School, which primarily serves the local 

Somalian community. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
RESEARCH 

Student Researchers Honored 

 

More than 400 San Diego State University students across 80 majors and 

disciplines showcased their original research at the fifth annual Student 

Research Symposium last month. 

 

Fifty-four awards were given in total, awarded to the presenters for research 

into the effects of discrimination on job seekers, the African-American 

experience in San Diego, the results of a Buddhist-based drug rehab program 

in a Taiwanese prison, and the experience of Latina students in public schools. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________  

ATHLETICS 

Men’s and Women’s Basketball Have Success in March 

Both the men’s and women’s basketball received bids to their respective NCAA 

Tournaments this year.  The women’s team compiled a 25-7 overall record, winning 

both the Mountain West regular-season and tournament titles. SDSU junior guard 

Courtney Clements was named an honorable mention All-American, the first Aztec 

honored since the Associated Press began the awards for women’s basketball in 

1995. 

 

The San Diego State men’s basketball team was regular season co-champion and 

finished the season 26-8 after earning a No.6 seed to the NCAA tournament.  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

FACULTY 

Engineering Professor Earns National Honor 

 

Asfaw Beyene, professor of mechanical engineering, recently received the honor of Fellow 

Membership in the American Society of Mechanical Engineers. Beyene is working on 

integrating off-shore wind energy with wave energy conversion systems. He, along with his 

team, is in the process of developing a morphing wind turbine that would have the ability to 

change shape, depending on wind strength and direction.      
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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