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RESEARCH 

Flu Fighters 

A new discovery from SDSU’s Donald P. Shiley BioScience Center finds the 

synthetic protein EP67 helps kick-start the immune system, fighting off the flu 

before it gets you sick. 

 

Lead researcher Joy Phillips said while this study focuses on the flu, EP67 has 

the potential to work on other respiratory diseases and fungal infections and 

could have huge potential for emergency therapeutics. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CAMPAIGN 

SDSU Receives $71.5 Million in Private Giving 
 

SDSU received $71.5 million in private giving during the 2011-12 fiscal year. Support 

for The Campaign for SDSU, the university’s first university-wide fundraising 

campaign, is now at more than $330 million toward its goal of $500 million by 2014. 

 

Of that, $40 million has gone to support student scholarships. More than 38,000 

donors have contributed to the campaign. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________    

STUDENTS 

Grad Student Makes U.S. Olympic Team 

San Diego State University graduate student Keshia Baker is competing in the 2012 

Olympic Games. Baker has been chosen to represent the U.S. as part of the 4x400-meter 

relay pool. Baker is currently earning her master’s degree in the joint public health and 

social work program in SDSU’s College of Health and Human Services.  

 

In addition to Keshia, SDSU track and field coach Dorian Scott competed in the shot put 

finals for Team Jamaica. He placed 10
th

 overall. 
  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________  

COMMUNITY 

Dalai Lama Gift Supports Homeless Children 

 

San Diego State University joined Lama Tenzin Dhonden, the Personal 

Peace Emissary for His Holiness the Dalai Lama and executives from 

UCSD and USD to present the Monarch School with a check for $51,000. 

 

The funds are surplus net revenue from the 14th Dalai Lama’s April visit 

to San Diego. The mission of the Monarch School is to educate students 

impacted by homelessness and to help them develop hope for a future with 

the necessary skills and experiences for personal success.  



RESEARCH 

Rejuvenating Aged Heart Cells 

San Diego State University’s Heart Institute has made a breakthrough discovery 

that could one day lead to new treatments for heart-failure patients. 

 

SDSU researchers successfully rejuvenated damaged and aged heart tissue of 

older heart-failure patients with scientifically modified stem cells using PIM-1, a 

protein that promotes cell survival and growth. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
FACULTY 

The Allure of Venice Revealed in New Book 

 

Joanne Ferraro, chair of the history department at San Diego State University, 

has penned a new book, "Venice: History of the Floating City." The book 

delves into the history and culture of the majestic European city. 

 

It is the most up-to-date book on the history of Venice, bringing together the 

last 40 years of research in multiple disciplines for the first time. The book 

also emphasizes the city’s development as a multi-ethnic, multicultural maritime power. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

STUDENTS 

Fresh Faces Arrive  
Approximately 7,000 incoming students and 4,700 parents participated 

in New Student Orientation at SDSU in July and August.  

 

Research has shown that students who attend orientation have a more 

successful first year than students who don’t attend -- they have higher 

GPAs, are less likely to be on academic probation and are more likely to 

continue their education. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
ATHLETICS 

Preseason Honors for Aztec Football 

 

San Diego State football players have garnered several preseason honors and many 

are on watch lists for prominent national awards including Gavin Escobar (John 

Mackey Award); Leon McFadden (Jim Thorpe Award); Alec Johnson (Rimington 

Trophy); Collin Lockett (Biletnikoff Award); and Walter Kazee (Doak Walker 

Award). 

 

The Aztec Football season kicks off Saturday, Sept. 1 at University of Washington.  

The first home game is Saturday, Sept. 8 vs. Army at Qualcomm Stadium. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________  

ALUMNI 

SDSU Alumni Lead Mars Rover Mission 

SDSU alumni Jordan P. Evans and Mark Ryne are both part of the 

Mars Science Laboratory team that landed the Mars Rover 

“Curiosity” on the planet on August 5. Evans is the managing systems 

engineer and has a bachelor’s degree in aerospace engineering. Ryne 

is the spacecraft navigator and has his bachelor’s degree in astronomy.   

 

There are several other SDSU alums on the team as well. 360, The Magazine of San Diego State University, will 

have a feature story on their space exploration in the fall issue out in September. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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