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CAMPAIGN FOR SDSU 

The Campaign Hits $300 Million 

 

SDSU’s first university-wide fundraising campaign recently reached this milestone, 

thanks to nearly 34,000 donors whose gifts strengthen the university’s ability to 

educate tomorrow’s leaders. 

 

With an overall goal of $500 million, the campaign has so far raised $144.5 million 

for SDSU’s academic programs and the university library, including $9 million to 

support endowed chairs and professorships.  Additionally, nearly $33 million has 

been contributed to Fuel Potential, the campaign’s scholarship initiative.    
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

LEADERSHIP STARTS HERE 

Professor Appointed to State Ed Position 
San Diego State University professor Karen Cadiero-Kaplan, a leading scholar and 

longtime advocate for students, will lead the California Department of Education’s 

efforts to help school districts across the state teach English learners effectively. 

 

California Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Torlakson announced her 

appointment in December and she began leading the department’s English Learner 

Support Division last month.   

_________________________________________________________________________________________    

RESEARCH 

Discovery Creates New Class of Planetary Systems 

Using data from NASA’s Kepler Mission, San Diego State University 

astronomers announced the discovery of two new transiting “circumbinary” 

planet systems — planets that orbit two stars. 

 

This work, led by SDSU astronomy professor William Welsh, establishes that 

“two sun” planets are not rare exceptions, but are in fact common with many 

millions existing in our Galaxy. The work was published in the journal Nature. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

COMMUNITY 

KPBS Opens Newsroom of the Future 
The journalists who make quality storytelling the focus of their 

work now have an environment that inspires creativity, 

collaboration and convergence. 

 

The Joan and Irwin Jacobs KPBS News Center officially 

opened late last year and is the result of a $2.9 million gift from 

San Diego philanthropists Joan and Irwin Jacobs. The goal of the multi-million dollar renovation was to create 

an interactive workspace for the station’s news team with an emphasis on multimedia convergence. 



ARTS 

Artist Explores Japanese Internment 

 

Local artist Wendy Maruyama’s exhibition "The Tag Project" opens this month at the 

University Art Gallery on the campus of San Diego State University.   

 

Maruyama’s innovative work presents 120,000 recreated paper identification tags; each tag 

represents an individual of Japanese descent who was imprisoned in one of the 10 

internments camps throughout the U.S. during World War II. 

 

 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ACADEMIC 

Music and Dance Turns 75  
San Diego State University’s School of Music and Dance celebrates its 

75th anniversary in 2012.  

 

In the last 75 years, the School of Music and Dance has graduated 

hundreds of students, many of whom have gone on to successful 

careers in the arts. The impact of these graduates is evident in the 

community; approximately 65 percent of music education programs in our county are led by alums. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
GRANTS 

$1M Grant Trains Next Gen of Energy Engineers 

The U.S. Department of Energy has awarded a $1 million grant to to Professor Asfaw Beyene of San Diego 

State University's Department of Mechanical Engineering to continue funding the Industrial Assessment Center 

for at least the next five years.  The center trains the next generation of energy engineers and has established a 

record of quality service that has cost-effectively improved the energy efficiency and performance of more than 

4,000 manufacturing plants nationwide. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________  

CAMPAIGN FOR SDSU 

Journalism Gets $300K Boost 

Platinum Equity, the company that recently sold the San Diego Union-Tribune (now U-T 

San Diego), has donated $300,000 to San Diego State University’s School of Journalism 

& Media Studies. 

 

The gift will create the Platinum Project in Digital News Literacy and will help support 

instruction in digital and social media for undergraduate SDSU students and for 

professionals in the community. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

RESEARCH 

Research May Protect Brazilian Coral Reefs 

San Diego State University professors Rob Edwards and Liz Dinsdale are leading a 

team of students documenting and collecting DNA of the marine life inside the 

Abrolhos Reefs of Brazil, an area of unparalleled biodiversity.  Once analyzed, the 

research could eventually lead to the environmental protection of certain areas of the 

reefs. The project is part of the U.S.-Brazilian Consortium for Marine Sciences. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
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