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AZTEC SPIRIT 

Aztec Plane Unveiled 

Alaska Airlines unveiled their specially-painted Aztec plane with San Diego 

State University’s logo and hallmark scarlett and black colors. The plane is 

the ninth university-themed plane flown by Horizon Air and the first to 

feature a California university. 

 

The Bombardier Q400, affectionately called “Aztec 1,” was painted at no cost 

to the university and was timed to celebrate the start of Alaska Airlines’ new 

San Diego flights to Fresno, Monterey and Santa Rosa, Calif., 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

COMMENCEMENT 

Grads Prepared to Lead 
Nearly 10,000 students participated in commencement ceremonies last month, 

including more than 7,000 students receiving their bachelor’s degrees. SDSU 

also awarded 2,740 master’s degrees and 164 doctoral degrees. 

 

SDSU also awarded two honorary doctorates to L. Robert Payne and Leonard 

Lavin in recognition of their contributions to SDSU. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________    

FUEL POTENTIAL 

City Heights Students Give Back 

 

Fifteen high-achieving students from City Heights and its surrounding areas will 

mentor three middle school students from the same neighborhood as part of the first 

cohort of Price Community Scholars at San Diego State University. 

 

Funded through a grant from the Price Charitable Fund, each of the Price Community 

Scholars, selected from a pool of freshmen who will enroll at SDSU this fall, will help 

support and motivate their mentees over the next four years as they prepare for and 

eventually apply to colleges. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________  

STUDENTS 

Student Earns Environment Scholarship 

 

SDSU junior Shannon Clark is one of 80 students nationwide to receive a 

scholarship from the Morris K. Udall and Stuart L. Udall Foundation. 

 

The Udall Scholarship is awarded to students who have demonstrated significant 

commitment to environmental or Native American issues. The SDSU University 

Honors Program student was among nearly 600 applicants nation-wide and is the first SDSU student to ever be 

selected. 



ACADEMICS 

SDSU Recognized for Closing the Achievement Gap 

 SDSU was one of three universities nation-wide profiled in a report by The Education Trust for its success in 

closing the achievement gap.   

 

From 2005-2010, SDSU more than halved its graduation rate gap for 

underrepresented minority freshmen – from 19 to 8 percentage points. 

Graduation rates increased for all students during this time but rose an 

impressive 22 points for under-represented minority students. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
RESEARCH 

Chocolate Might Keep Doctor Away 

 

New research from San Diego State has found that chocolate, in particular dark 

chocolate which contains higher levels of flavanols than milk chocolate, may 

protect against the risk of cardiovascular disease by lowering blood pressure, 

blood flow, and improving blood lipid levels.   

 

The research was one of the first to use human subjects to test the direct effect 

of chocolate consumption.  When compared to participants assigned to eat white chocolate daily, those 

consuming either form of dark chocolate daily had lower blood glucose and “bad” cholesterol levels coupled 

with higher “good” cholesterol. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

FACULTY 

NIH Tabs SDSU Expert for Lecture  
Ed Riley, distinguished professor of psychology at San Diego State 

University, delivered the 4th Annual Jack Mendelson Honorary Lecture at the 

National Institutes of Health. Riley is a world-renowned expert on Fetal 

Alcohol Syndrome and Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders. 

 

Riley serves as the director of SDSU’s Center for Behavioral Teratology and 

leads the multi-site international consortium studying Fetal Alcohol Spectrum 

Disorders.  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
STUDENTS 

Honors Student Lands Prestigious Internship 

 

SDSU sophomore Courtney Bennett has been selected to represent SDSU as the 

Panetta Institute Congressional Intern in Washington D.C. 

 

Bennett will spend the fall semester working alongside a member of the U.S. House of 

Representatives. She will also have the opportunity to meet Secretary of Defense Leon 

Panetta, who founded the Panetta Institute with his wife, Sylvia, who serves as its 

director. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________  

DIVERSITY 

SDSU Ranks High in Hispanic Education 

San Diego State University ranks 11th in the nation and fourth in California for bachelor’s degrees awarded to 

Hispanics according to Hispanic Outlook in Higher Education’s Top 100 Colleges for Hispanics.  Last year, 

SDSU conferred bachelor’s degrees to 1,416 students of Hispanic descent. SDSU also ranked No. 28 for 

master’s degrees awarded to Hispanics by the same publication, with 217 degrees conferred during the 2010-

2011 academic year. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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