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GRANTS 

Undergrad Research Focus of $250K Grant 

A new grant from the prestigious W.M. Keck Foundation will allow researchers 

and undergraduate students from San Diego State University to study yet another 

effect of climate change-the spread of infectious diseases. 

 

The three-year, $250,000 grant will provide funding for an intensive summer 

program, followed by a year-long research experience for undergraduates that will 

include hands-on training in field studies, molecular laboratory techniques and more. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

LEADERSHIP STARTS HERE 

Marine Award Tied to Language Program 
Marine Cpl. Simon Butusov, a former student from San Diego State 

University’s Language Acquisition Resource Center, has earned a Navy-

Marine Corps Commendation Medal for his role as an interpreter during his 

deployment to Afghanistan. 

 

As an interpreter, he translated for village elders and other key leaders, 

communicating with more than 1,000 local nationals — improving security, 

saving lives and increasing the effectiveness of his platoon while partnered 

with Afghan security forces. These efforts led to his being honored with the medal. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________    

RESEARCH 

Biologist Discovers Mini Reptile 

A team of four researchers, including Ted Townsend, biology professor at San Diego 

State, discovered and described B. micra along with three other new species of 

chameleons within the Brookesia minima group. 

 

Brookesia micra is the smallest chameleon species ever discovered, and is in close 

competition with some species of West Indian gecko as the world’s smallest reptile.   
 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

COMMUNITY 

Agua Para Siempre 
The SDSU chapter of Engineers Without Borders is helping a Honduran 

village access clean water. Students spent 10 days in Tejeras testing water 

quality and conducting community health studies earlier this year. The 

students are collaborating with residents to build a clean water filtration 

system that the community can eventually maintain itself. Once 

completed, the Tejeras Clean Water Project will cost $34,000.   

 



ATHLETICS 

Aztecs Sweep Conference Awards 

 

The Mountain West conference regular basketball seasons came to a close this week with 

both SDSU men's and women's teams capturing their conference championships. 

 

Sophomore Jamaal Franklin and Junior Courtney Clements were named 2012 men's and 

women's Conference Player-of-the-Year, respectively. Coaches Steve Fisher and Beth Burns 

were named 2012 men's and women's Coach-of-the-Year, respectively. 
 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ACADEMIC 

Debate Team Racks Up Awards  
San Diego State University's policy debate team recently  brought 

home multiple awards from the 2012 District One NDT Qualifier 

and Pacific Champion Debate Tournament held last month. 

 

These wins build on the team's strong season, and lay the 

foundation for upcoming appearances at national tournaments in 

Sacramento and Norman, Oklahoma. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
LEADERSHIP STARTS HERE 

Loyal SDSU Friends Honored 

 

Christine Kehoe and Jack McGrory, public office holders and longtime friends 

of San Diego State University, received the SDSU President’s Public Service 

Award.  

 

Both Kehoe and McGrory were honored for their outstanding contributions to 

public service. This is the president’s inaugural award of distinction. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________  

CAMPAIGN FOR SDSU 

SDG&E Helps Veteran Engineer Careers 

San Diego Gas and Electric donated $10,000 to SDSU’s Troops to Engineering 

Program, which prepares student-veterans for careers in engineering. 

 

The program also seeks to place interested student veterans into paid internships 

with local companies, like SDG&E, in need of engineers. SDG&E employs a 

large number of veterans and has a history of supporting the military and 

veterans.   
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

RESEARCH 

Rattlesnakes Not So Cold Hearted 

New SDSU research finds certain species are more socially advanced than 

previously thought. SDSU biologist Rulon Clark and his fellow researcher used 

molecular tools to characterize the genetic relation of groups of timber 

rattlesnakes captured in the field. Results showed that both juveniles and pregnant 

females tend to group with relatives. 
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