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E mail address: lcheng@mail.sdsu.edu 

 

Proposal title: 2012 SDSU CHINA STUDY ABROAD 

 

Country visited: CHINA 

 

Institution visited: EAST CHINA NORMAL UNIVERSITY 

Dates of travel: 05/24/2012 - 06/16/2012 

 

Number of student participants: 15 STUDENTS 

 

Previous IP proposals submitted and grants awarded  

(list titles, countries and dates): None. 

 

Have all required reports been submitted? Yes. 

 

Other funding for this activity available/applied for: N/A 

Proposal Abstract (75 word maximum): 

 

OIP travel funding is used to support the Confucius Institute program. Funding is used 

(1) to subsidize travel by several SDSU faculty members (Lilly Cheng, Lois Olson, 

Yawen Li) to teach in the Shanghai summer program, hosted by the East China Normal 

University. 

 

A. Shanghai Summer program 2012 

 

Travel report: 
  

I. Opening/overview of intentions/activity 

 

This study abroad program aims is to introduce Chinese history, culture and business 

practices in an exciting three-week program taught in English by SDSU professors and 



scholars from China. Students earn 3 units toward GE or Asian Studies requirements, or 

study-abroad credits toward other majors. Students are also encouraged to apply for the 

SDSU AS Study-abroad scholarship. 

 

The Shanghai Program is administered the Confucius Institute, and the College of 

Extended Studies at SDSU. It is a 3-week program from May 24, 2012 to June 16, 2012. 

The program provides a mix of lectures by SDSU professors and Chinese scholars, plus 

field visits to local historical sites, business enterprises, social service centers and cultural 

exhibitions. No Chinese language is required. 

 

Shanghai Summer Program features and activities Include: 

 

 Lectures by SDSU professors Lilly Cheng, Lois Olson and Yawen Li in Chinese 

history, society and business practices. 

 Guest lectures by Chinese scholars on business development and Chinese culture, 

including lectures on calligraphy, and Taichi. 

 All lectures taught in English. 

 Field visits to local high school, business enterprises, historical sites and high-tech 

parks, including trips to Hangzhou (neighboring city), and optional weekend trip 

to Beijing 

 Hosted by the East China Normal University, one of the best universities in China 

 Open to both SDSU students and members of the general community. 

 

SDSU Faculty members who participated in the program include:  Dr. Lilly Cheng,  

Managing Director of Confucius Institute; Dr. Lois Olson, Lecturer in Marketing; Dr. 

Yawen Li, faculty of Social Work. 

 

II. In preparation for the trip abroad 

 

This is the fourth year we ran the summer program at ECNU in Shanghai. Many details 

of the program were worked out in the first  three years.  Two of the lectures (Dr. Cheng 

and Olson) taught for the program. Based on feedback from the three years, we made a 

few changes to the classroom and residence hall  Promotion of the 2012 program started 

from the end of 2011 and lasted till April of  2011.  Staff members made short 

presentations in various classes, held information sessions, posted fliers, sent emails and 

social media ads (eg. Facebook page and facebook advertisement) in order to reach as 

wide an audience as possible.  Testimonials from previous program participants were also 

used as an effective way for student recruitment, as well as the recommendation from 

faculty members to students.   

 

After recruitment, two pre-departure meetings on the campus of SDSU  were held and 

numerous email announcement and updates were sent to participants and faculty 

members regarding the pre-departure reading, preparation for the trip and the updated 

program schedule. Besides the two program faculty members, Dr. Lilly Cheng, Dr. Lois 

Olson and Dr. Yawen Li,  four guest lecturers from China were also invited to give 

lectures on Chinese culture, education, social studies, art and business during the program 



in Shanghai. One staff member, Yuxi Liu, served as the coordinator responsible for 

communication with ECNU, arrangement of student life and excursions, and 

management of course logistics.  

 

III. Upon arrival/specific activity 

 

The program started on 5/24/2012 and finished on 6/16/2012 .   Participants left the US 

on 5/24 and arrived in Shanghai on 5/25. They were picked up by the coach arranged by 

the ECNU to go to the university campus. Participants checked in the International 

Cultural Exchange Center, a dormitory reserved for International students on ECNU 

campus. After check-in, participants were led to brief campus tour and a trip to local 

grocery store. On the next morning, they were invited to an orientation held by ECNU 

staff and took a campus tour and learned public transportation to get to various places 

from the campus.  After lunch, they were taken to a city tour in Shanghai, visiting the 

Urban Exhibition Center, People’s Square, Nanjing Road, and the Bund, among other 

sites. A trip to the local grocery store right outside of the ECNU campus was also 

arranged for students to purchase essential for their 3-week stay in the International 

Exchange Center, where most International students stay on the campus of ECNU.  

 

Lectures started on Monday, May 28, Professor Lilly Cheng gave lectures and invited 

guest speakers to lecture on such topics as China’s internet culture, and its education 

system. This week is also filled with visits to cultural sites (e.g. Yu Garden), cultural 

events (community center), local schools and an enterprise.  The weekend was  an 

excursion to Hangzhou city .  Students took a coach to go to Hangzhou which is 3-hours 

bus ride from Shanghai. After visiting West Lake, the students visited a tea house for 

local delicacy and tea tasting. At night the students visited a night market. Students 

returned to Shanghai on Sunday afternoon.  

 

In the second week of the course, Professor Olson lectured about business strategies and 

practices in China for the first three days. She also took the students on several field trips 

to have a taste of the local ways of life in Shanghai.  Some students participated in an 

optional three-day weekend trip to Beijing that weekend. While in Beijing, students 

visited the Forbidden City, Great Wall, Wang-fu-jing, Olympia Park, and enjoyed the 

local Chinese cuisine- Beijing Roast Duck. Students who stayed behind in Shanghai 

spent the weekend in visiting the city. 

 

The third week,  Professor Yawen Li lectured about contemporary Chinese society . She 

also invited some guest speakers and arranged some field trips.  Students departed 

Shanghai on June 16
th

. 

 

                              Conclusion, recommendation, and next step 

 

Through living and studying in China, students have gained a clear understanding about 

the Chinese culture, society and the history. From the evaluation after the trip, most 

students consider the trip to have exceeded their expectation. They especially appreciated 

the interaction with the local people. One suggestion from the participants for the next 



year’s program is to leave more down time for students to arrange their own trips to other 

cities of China during the program. Even though the program didn’t require participant to 

know Chinese language, students gained some basic language skills, and some are 

interested in learning more about the Chinese language after they return. Some business 

major students wish the program would help to provide internship after the program is 

over.  

 


