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Institution visited: 
• Kyunghee University 
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• Y onsei Univercity 
• Sukmyung Univercity 
• KAIST (Korea Advanced Institute of Science & Technology) 

Dates of travel: Dec. 18/2011 ~ Dec. 29/2011 

Number of student participants: 0 
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(list titles, countries and dates): Promoting a Partnership between SDSU and Korean 
Universities, South Korea, 1999 

Have all required reports been submitted? Yes 

Other funding for this activity available/applied for: none 
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Proposal Abstract (75 word maximum): The MIS department in the College of Business 
will be introducing its PhD program and the development of the degree proposal will 
begin this semester. One of the key challenges of the doctoral program is its 
sustainability and maintaining program quality. The proposed trip is to explore possible 
avenues in which our future Ph.D program can be benefitted bothfinancially and 
academically by the exchange ofgraduate students and research scholars between SDSU 
and elite Korean universities. It is my impression that universities in Asia have vested 
interests in developing such partnership so that their scholars and students can develop 
research competence and be exposed to international research collaboration. Such 
exchange program, especially the exchange of Ph.D students, has not been a frequented 
concept in other universities. As the first and the only Ph.D program of MIS in the greater 
San Diego region, we are in a unique position to take advantage of the opportunity. 

Travel report: 

I. Opening/overview of intentions/activity 

During the trip, five universities were visited (see below) and discussed the prospect of 
having an exchange program of graduate students and research scholars with the deans 
and department chairs of their business schools. 

II. In preparation for the trip abroad 

Following people were contacted to arrange meetings. 

University Contacted Person Email 

obkwon khu.ac.kr 
ac.kr 

K 

Hee-Seok Lee 

Credentials of visited universities are summarized here. 

University Overall national 
ranking in Korea 

(Source: Joongang 
Daily Newspaper, 

2011) 

Global ranking (QS 
World University 
Ranking, 2011) 

Note 

KyungheeU. 7m 245m One of the top 10 
research universities 
in Korea 

http:khu.ac.kr


Sogang U. 9tn 392M One of the top 10 
research universities 
in Korea 

Yonsei U. 4tn 129tn One of the top 5 elite 
research universities 
in Korea 

SukmyungU. 18tn N/A 2nd best women's 
university in Korea 

• KAISTU. 1st 90tn The best research 
university in Korea 

III. Upon arrivaIlspecific activity 

The names and positions of university representatives that I met to discuss the exchange 
program are summarized below: 

University Name Position 
Kyunghee U. Yung Ho Seo, i Dean (School of Management), 

Oh Byung K won MIS Group Coordinator (School of 
Management) 

SogangU. Yong Jin Kim Department Chair, Service Systems 
Management & Engineering 

Yonsei U. Hogeun Lee Associate Dean for Planning (College of 
Business Administration) 

SukmyungU. Byung-Kyu Sohn Dean (College of Economics and 
Business Administration) 

KAIST Hee-Seok Lee Chair (Graduate School ofInformation 
& Media Management) 

IV. Conclusion, recommendation, and next step? 

As summarized above, the universities visited this time represent among the best research 
institutes in Korea and collaboration with them in the form of graduate student exchange 
is expected to benefit SDSU considerably. 

The program in consideration is the exchange of graduate students, especially those in the 
forthcoming doctoral degree program ofManagement Information Systems. I learned that 
there is a great deal of interest among Korean universities in developing an exchange 
program at the post-graduate level. The interest was especially strong in universities that 
actively pursue international exchange programs. 

Making the exchange program more feasible, the Korean government has started 
financing selected PhD students to stay in a foreign country for one year to take courses 
and conduct joint research. Taking advantage of the opportunity could help us to sustain 

I 



our PhD program financially and to maintain our research productivity through 
collaboration with the visiting Ph.D students. Also, our Ph.D students will have an 
opportunity to visit best Korean universities to engage in research activities including 
necessary data gathering. 

In this early stage, the exchange program can take different forms (ex. one year visiting 
by PhD or master students, a joint master degree program in information systems). 
Regardless of the formality visiting students will take courses and perform collaborative 
field research with faculty. My role will be actively search and recruit universities and 
conduct a bridging function so that the exchange program can achieve its routine status. 
This development, if fulfilled, is expected to have an important contribution to the 
sustainability of our Ph.D program whose future funding remains uncertain. 

V. Additional Information 

None 


