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Proposal Abstract (75 word maximum): 
 

 The Linguistics Department and LARC offer a number of language courses in Farsi, the 

language among Iranians, Afghanis and Tajiks, and one course on Persian Culture.  The purpose 

of the trip in 2011 was to set up the language and culture program in Tajikistan for the Summer of 

2012.  In collaboration with the faculty at Tajik National University, the summer program will 

include a combination of language classes, lectures, visits to places of cultural interest, and short 

field trips to historical areas.  

 

Travel report: 
  

I. Opening/overview of intentions/activity 

 

 The following report is based upon meetings between Prof. Farid Mahdavi 

of the department of History and LARC program and Tajik National University in 

Dushanbe, Tajikistan.  It took place between June 6 and June 16, 2011, for the 

purpose of establishing study abroad opportunities for students at San Diego State 

University. 

 

 II. In preparation for the trip abroad 

  Prior to my departure to Tajikistan, I had contacted Professor Mirali 

 Bekmurodov, Vice Chancellor (Rector) of International Relations 

 His contact information is listed below: 

  

 Office: (992-37) 221-2396 

 Cell:   (992) 93-525-0595 

 Fax:    (992-37) 221-2396 

 Email: mirali-bek@mail.ru 

 

Tajik National University is recognized by the Tajik Ministry of Education and is 

in fact the premier institution in Tajikistan, often referred to as the Harvard of 

Tajikistan. It encompasses a student body of 17,800.  (See the attached 

PowerPoint information) 

 

III. Upon arrival/specific activity 

  Upon my arrival I set up a meeting with Professor Bekmurodov to discuss 

 the intension and the goal of my trip.  He was very receptive and introduced me to 

 the president of Tajik National University and other helpful faculty with whom I 

 had several meetings to gather information about their International program, 

 Faris/Tajik language studies program, and historical and cultural related classes. 

 

 

Here are the contact names of faculty and other personnel with whom I met and had 

conversations with about the intention and the goal of my trip. 
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Tajik National University 

17 Rudaki Street. 

734025 Dushanbe, Tajikistan 

 

1)  Mirali Bekmurodov 

Vice Chancellor (Rector) of International Relations 

 

Contact info: 

Office: (992-37) 221-2396 

Cell:   (992) 93-525-0595 

Fax:    (992-37) 221-2396 

Email: mirali-bek@mail.ru 

 

(Comments:  Very busy man and has the president’s ear.  Speaks English well) 

 

2)  Sanavbar Nurova   

Head of International Relations Department 

 

Contact info: 

Office: (992-37) 221-2416 

Cell:   (992)  90-771-1918 

Fax:    (992-37) 221-2489 

Email: sano06@list.ru 

 

(Comments:  Speaks very little English, but deals with all agreements between the 

university and foreign institutions.) 

 

3)  Rahmoil Safarov 

Branch Director of International Relations 

 

Contact info: 

Office:  (992-37) 221-2416 

Cell:    (992) 91-869-7691 

Fax:     (992-37) 221-4884 

Emails:  tajikconsult@gmail.com 

    rahmoil@mail.ru 

 

(Comments:  He is in charge of all foreign students; speaks very little English) 

 

 

 

 

 

4)  Abdurasul Davlatov 

Cheif Specialist of Foreign Students 



 

Contact info: 

Office:  (992-37) 221-4796 

Cell:    (992) 91-874-3464 

Email:   davlatovam@mail.ru 

 

(Comments:  He speaks English well) 

 

 

5)  Dr. Usman Sulaymoni 

Director of the Iranian (Persian) Studies 

Department of Philology 

 

Contact info: 

Home:   (992-37) 232-8456 

Cell:   (992) 91-913-0825 

Email:  sulaymoni.51@mail.ru 

 

(Comments:  He will be extremely helpful in setting up the Persian language program.  

He has worked with other foreign institutions as well.) 

 

 

IV. Conclusion, recommendation, and next step? 

 

 Tajik National University is a well developed university, established under the 

Soviet Union’s Ministry of Education in 1947.  It has experience working with groups of 

foreign students and is very eager to collaborate with SDSU in carrying out our interests.  

The university is willing to provide their facilities to accommodate SDSU needs, for 

example, providing instruction in Farsi, making living/meal arrangements with Tajik host 

families, and organizing special off-campus cultural activities.   

  

 For the past several years the Linguistic Department and LARC Program have 

continuously offered lower division and advanced courses in Farsi language.  Farsi is the 

official language of Iran, Afghanistan, and Tajikistan and I believe there are enthusiastic 

students willing to study this language, but, cannot do so in Iran or Afghanistan, due to 

international circumstances. Tajikistan is a good alternative towards fulfilling this goal.  

Students who are majoring in International Business might find Tajikistan an excellent 

choice for their semester abroad internship.  Tajikistan has much to offer for future 

business opportunities.  Students who are majoring in International Security and Conflict 

Resolution (ISCOR) at San Diego State University will learn that Tajikistan might 

present a sound future diplomatic opportunity for them. 

 

 I would like to play an active role in promoting this future pilot program.  I would 

design and offer a cultural/history course on Tajikistan in English under GENS 450. 

 

 



V. Additional Information 

  

 Professor Mirali Bekmurodov, Vice Chancellor (Rector) of International 

Relations and the University president requested that the collaboration between the two 

universities should go beyond just taking students to Tajik National University.  They 

would like cooperation involving, a) development of joint scientific and technological 

research projects in the fields of Nano technology, Bio technology, and other related 

scientific fields.  b) Exchange of teaching and research personnel as well. 

 


