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Name: Eniko Csomay 

FacultylRank: Associate professor 

Department: Linguistics and Asian/Middle Eastern Languages 

College: Arts and Letters 

Office phone: 594-1564 (currently in Dean's office) 

Other phone: 594-7114 (at Linguistics) 

Email address: ecsomay@mail.sdsu.edu 


Proposal title: Cultures of Central Europe: Hungary 

Country/ies visited: Hungary 

Institution visited: Fulbright Office, Eotvos University, Faculty of Letters (Budapest), 

International Business School (Budapest), Open Society Institute (Budapest), University of 

Pees (Pees) 

Dates of travel: 1111111 1112111 

Number of student participants: none for this trip but anticipated 15 to 20 in Summer 2012 


Previous IP proposals submitted and grants awarded 

Ain Shams University, Cairo (Egypt); Ben M'sik University, Casablanca (Morocco) (2010) 

Universidad Autonoma de Baja California Sur, La Paz (Mexico) (2004, 2005, 2006, 2007) 

Indigenous Languages of Oaxaca, Oaxaca, Mexico (2006, 2007) 


Have all required reports been submitted? yes 

Other funding for this activity available/applied for: none 


Proposal Abstract (75 word maximum): 

The original goals ofthis project were: 1) to support a group of students going to Hungary 

with a faculty member in Child Development (Prof. Ritblatt) with a GENS 450 (Cultures of 

Central Europe: Hungary) class; 2) to set up new agreements with possibly 4 more 

universities to foster further collaboration on multiple levels between SDSU and those 

potentially partnering universities. In addition, and on the more global level, to explore 

further opportunities as we expand our professional relations in the region. 
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Travel report: 

I. Opening/overview of intentions/activity 
The first goal described above has not been accomplished for two reasons: 1) With the 
change in politicallgovernmentalleadership in Hungary after the elections, the host 
institution where Prof. Ritblatt was going to take her students did not receive governmental 
funding, hence had to temporarily halt its activities; 2) fewer students than expected 
showed interest and/or signed up for the program. 

The second goal was met successfully. With the new goal in mind, namely, that the 
GENS 450 class be taught during a three week period as part of an independent program 
(independent from the one described above), I visited Hungary in November in order to 
negotiate involvement from our former partners (University ofPecs) and to anchor new 
partners as well. We are currently in the final stages with talks and agreements. We now 
have a new, independent program that could be implemented in Summer 2012, and is now 
advertised and will take place between May 27 and June 17,2012. A new proposal for OIP 
funding will be submitted in the Spring 2012 cycle to seek support for the travel on that 
program. 

II. In preparation for the trip abroad 
Before the trip in November, 2011, I had exchanged several email communications with 
contacts that I had planned to visit during my stay, and indeed, I visited with all of them. 
This included faculty and colleagues at Eotvos University and University ofPecs, the 
Director of the Fulbright office in Budapest, and new contacts in the International Business 
School in Budapest and at the Open Society Institute and Central European University. 

III. Upon arrival/specific activity 
Start from San Diego: 1111111 Tuesday 10 p.m.; Arrival in Budapest 1112111 Wednesday 
9:35 p.m. 

11/3111 Thursday 
2:30 p.m. Fulbright Office - met with Huba Bruckner (Director) to discuss potential 
collaboration to host American visitors in Hungary. Eniko Csomay was a Fulbright scholar 
from Hungary to the United States for 9 months in 1995/6 and has known the director since 
then. 
7:00 p.m. had dinner with Pal Vida from Posta bank. Purpose to see whether there is 
interest to potentially give Economics lecture to our students in the summer of 20 12. 

1114111 Friday 
Worked from base all day scheduling further appointments and responding email. 

1115111 Saturday 
12:00 noon -- met with Andy Boas former SDSU student currently working abroad and his 
friend -- discussed potential collaboration; 
7:00 p.m. had dinner with Zoltan Lenart, Technology Director for EOtvos University 
(ELTE) Faculty of Letters; he has extensive and wide-ranging experience in lecturing about 
folk architecture in Hungary; most specifically, that ofImre Makovecz. 



11/6/11 Sunday 
3 :00 p.m. traveled to Pecs; 
7:00 p.m. had dinner with Marianne Nikolov -- Head of Applied Linguistics Department, 
University ofPecs (South Hungary). We already have an exchange program set up with 
this university. M. Nikolov is organizing one week of the trip for our students in summer 
2012. We discussed details. 

11/7/11 Monday 
9:00 a.m. Lehmann Magdolna (Assistant Professor at the University ofPecs, Applied 
Linguistics); we talked about two projects we would collaborate on and her involvement in 
the 2012 student visit 
11 :00 a.m. Czeh Gabor and Dr. Pozsgay Marianne (head of International Office at the 
University ofPecs) -- talked about the opportunity to organize and house students in dorms 
for a week and all other options that may be available through the university. 12:00 noon 
Lehmann Magdolna again to continue talking about visit 
3 :00 p.m. travel back to Budapest 

11/8/11 Tuesday 
8:30 a.m. Revesz Judit's doctoral defense tribute to colleagues in Budapest 
11 :00 a.m. met with Frank Tibor, Head of the School of English and American Studies at 
EL TE. Invited to give a lecture on Migration in Europe (his expertise). He taught at UC 
Santa Barbara and at Rutgers for many years. In return, he asked that we get a copy of his 
book for SDSU library; 
12 noon lunch with CETT people (Caroline Bodoczky, Peter Medgyes, Hudak IIi, Arva 
Vali, Revesz Judit, Major Eva, Kiraly Zsolt); 
2:30 p.m. Open Society Institute (Soros Office) met with Andy Haupman who described 
the various Roma projects and advised me who to contact at CEU about a lecture on Roma 
Integration in Europe (Bernard Rocke) 

11/9/11 Wednesday 
8:30 a.m. ELTE opening of the 125th anniversary conference; attended talks almost all day; 
met with Associate Dean Krisztina Karoly and discussed potential collaborative efforts 
between ELTE and SDSU. Follow up: I will send draft contract to see whether they are 
interested further the way it is outlined in the draft. 
2:30 p.m. Dean's office to see whether Dean is free to discuss potential collaboration and 
agreement (could not take me) 

11/10/11 Thursday 
10:30 a.m. International Business School met with Lang Laszl6 & Racz Zsuzsanna and 
visited the facilities. This is a private business school and they have a small campus in the 
middle of Budapest. Ideal location for our students to visit for study abroad for a semester 
or for shorter periods oftime (they have their own dorm). The school has an excellent 
reputation and is accredited by a prominent American Business organization. I passed this 
information on to James Gerber (IB) who said would pass it on to the College of Business. 
It is a potentially excellent place for the College of Business to send students there. 



1: 15 p.m. met with EL TE Dean Dr. Dezso (Dean of Faculty of letters at EL TE). He was 
very supportive and assured me that he could be a liaison with other deans such as social 
sciences, etc 

11111111 Friday 
11 a.m. visited the Opera House to negotiate student visit behind the scenes in summer 
2012. 
2:00 p.m. met with Krisztina Lakatos and talked about the potential of linking a Hungary· 
Turkey trip for students. In Turkey, students would be doing service learning type of 
activities in the community (as for the South Africa Program). 

11/12111 Saturday 
5 :00 a.m. left for the airport 

IV. Conclusion, recommendation, and next step? 
I visited a number of institutions (see above). Currently, we only have agreements with 
universities in Pecs and Debrecen (the former in the south and the latter on the east) and not 
with any of the major universities in the capital, Budapest. Being able to bring student to 
the capital is interesting, and an important link for various reasons, for example, raising 
awareness among students to compare big and small city life. 

Eotvos University is one of the main universities in the capital, Budapest, with 
faculties such as Social Sciences, Natural Sciences, and Humanities. I have talked with the 
Dean of the Faculty of Letters (Humanities), a scholar of Ancient Egypt. He was very 
enthusiastic about partnering with us. We discussed opportunities that would establish 
concrete areas of potential interest. They have a multitude of language programs, and many 
related departments with a Humanities focus, including the School of English and 
American Studies. Dean Dezso was very promising and indicated that he would be talking 
with the deans ofother faculties (Social Sciences, natural Sciences) to raise interest in 
collaborating with all the colleges at SDSU as well. 

The International Business School (IBS) in Budapest is also a great institution. It is 
a private school accredited by a prominent American business organization. They just 
received this accreditation and would like to "break into" the American market. They were 
very open to collaborate with us on all and every level we would like. It is the best business 
school in the region, and it has many foreign students studying there as well from 
neighboring countries. In addition, they have housing facilities (a dorm) on their campus 
that we could use or rent in the summer for short term trips as well, which would reduce the 
cost for our students while staying there. 

The currently developing program to Hungary could be highly sustainable for many 
reasons: 1) Hungary is interesting for its political, historical, economic position in Central 
Europe, and for its culture; 2) Although the country is small, it shows diversity in 
landscape, wealth, way of life, etc.,. This diversity is the breathing ground for comparative 
studies; 3) There are many opportunities to branch out from Hungary to the surrounding 
regions to the East and South·East (as far as Turkey 

Hungary represents the Central European region, and uniquely has characteristics of 
both East and West. Comparative International Studies students and students majoring in 
Business or in any other disciplinary areas could greatly benefit. Honors students may be 
particularly interested in the region, so are ISCOR students. 


