
Office of International Programs 

Faculty International Program Development Grants 

Report Template 

 
Please complete this form after you return from travel and email to oip@mail.sdsu.edu.  

 

 

 

 

Name 

Paul Kaplan 

 

Faculty/Rank 

Associate Professor 

 

Department 

School of Public Affairs 

 

College 

PSFA 

 

Office phone 

619-594-2350 

 

Other phone 

 

E mail address 

pkaplan@mail.sdsu.edu 

 

Proposal title 
Russian Criminal Justice in Moscow 
 

Country/ies visited 

Russia 

 

Institution visited 

Moscow State University (Московский государственный университет) 

 

Dates of travel 

5/29/11 – 6/19/11 

 

Number of student participants: 

19 

 

Previous IP proposals submitted and grants awarded  

mailto:oip@mail.sdsu.edu


(list titles, countries and dates): 

Criminal Justice in Moscow (Russia, 2010) 

 

Have all required reports been submitted? 

Yes 

 

Other funding for this activity available/applied for: 

N/A 

 

 

Proposal Abstract (75 word maximum): 

I propose to participate in SDSU’s Russian Criminal Justice in Moscow program. The 

purpose is to co-teach with SDSU Adjunct Professor John Cleary several SDSU 

undergraduate and graduate students studying Russia’s criminal justice system at 

Moscow State University (MSU) in Moscow, and in St. Petersburg, Russia for three 

weeks. Because Dr. Cleary will probably retire in the relatively near future, I may 

succeed him as the SDSU Coordinator of this exchange program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Travel report: 
  

I. Opening/overview of intentions/activity 

I co-taught SDSU’s Criminal Justice in Moscow program with John Cleary.  The 

course was an overview of Russian history, American constitutional law, criminal 

law, and criminal procedure, and Russian constitutional law, criminal law, and 

criminal procedure.  The program included educational and cultural excursions, 

including a tour of the Kremlin, a visit to the Russian State Duma (the 

legislature), and various landmarks in Moscow.  The program also included a 

three-day trip to St. Petersburg. 

 

 II. In preparation for the trip abroad 

- I collaborated with John Cleary and Kevin Carter (of the College of 

Extended Studies) to plan the program. 

 

III. Upon arrival/specific activity 

- The primary contacts at Moscow State University are Mikhail 

Karpovitch Basharatyan and Valery Tchastnykh. 

- The major of primary interest is Criminal Justice. 

 

IV. Conclusion, recommendation, and next step? 

- Why is this particular institution valuable for SDSU? 



o Moscow State University (the top ranked university in Russia) and 

the exchange program with SDSU are valuable and important 

because of the profound educational experience students receive. 

Aside from the important substantive materials learned in the 

classroom, students are immersed in Russian society for three 

weeks, experiencing both organized and organic cultural events. 

- Sustainability of project (is there a high likelihood that students in the 

department will be interested in studying the proposed subject area at 

the prospective partner university and vice versa)? 

o This program has taken place for the last 10 years.  John Cleary is 

retiring from the program, but I will take it over, at least for the 

foreseeable future.  There is strong interest among CJ majors in 

this program. 

  

- How will this exchange program (or expansion) increase participation 

by students in international activities, or enhance international learning 

environments for students? 

o This program enhances international learning environments by 

immersing students in Russian society for three weeks 

- What students will benefit? 

o Any  student would benefit 

- What will be their activities (e.g. course work, international 

internships, field research, etc.)?   

o The coursework entails taking Russian language classes, 

classes in Russian and American constitutional law, 

criminal law, and criminal procedure.  Other activities 

include visits to cultural sites. 

- What will be your role in promoting and supporting these activities?  

o I teach the class in summer and promote it throughout the 

academic calendar. 

 

V. Additional Information 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


