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Office of International Programs 

Faculty International Program Development Grants 

Report  

 
Please complete this form after you return from travel and email to oip@mail.sdsu.edu.  

 

 

Name: Melinda Hohman, Ph.D. 

 

Faculty/Rank: Professor 

 

Department: Social Work 

 

College: Health and Human Services 

 

Office phone: 619-594-5500 

 

Other phone:  

 

E mail address: mhohman@mail.sdsu.edu 

 

Proposal title: “Alcohol Policy and Practice in Ireland: A Comparison with the United 

States” 

 

Country/ies visited: Ireland 

 

Institution visited: University College, Dublin 

 

Dates of travel: January 1-15, 2012 

 

Number of student participants: 0 

 

Previous IP proposals submitted and grants awarded  

(list titles, countries and dates): 0 

 

Have all required reports been submitted? Yes 

 

Other funding for this activity available/applied for: None 

 

Proposal Abstract (75 word maximum): 

The purpose of this trip was to initiate relationships and determine the feasibility of 

teaching SW430, Alcohol and Other Drug Problems and Prevention, which will include a 

cross-cultural comparison of policy and treatment interventions with Ireland. Contacts 

with administration at University College, Dublin were made regarding housing for 

students and classroom space. Possible sites for field trips included visits to The 
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Probation Service, Drug Court, and treatment programs. Potential guest speakers were 

also determined. 

 

Travel report: 
  

I. Opening/overview of intentions/activity 

Alcohol and other drug problems are prevalent in the populations served 

by social workers, nurses, public health workers, and others in the human 

services field. Understanding how another country addresses these 

problems through policy and practice can expand students’ knowledge and 

thinking for future practice as professionals. Being exposed to another 

culture, including its cultural sites and events, is also an opportunity for 

growth and learning.  

The intention of this trip was to explore educational resources, 

accommodations, cultural, and field trip activities for a study abroad 

course to be offered on alcohol and other drug issues. The activities 

included meetings with social work faculty and administration at 

University College, Dublin (UCD) along with university staff regarding 

international programs and accommodations; visit local treatment agencies 

and cultural sites for potential field trip sites; visit alternative 

accommodations that might be needed; and determine potential guest 

speakers. 

 

 II. In preparation for the trip abroad 

a. Collaborated with Hilda Loughran, PhD., School of Applied Social 

Science, University College, Dublin (UCD) 

b. e mail contacts: Hilda.loughran@ucd.ie 

c. Researched university statistics and compared to SDSU(e.g. number of 

students enrolled: 

UCD is Ireland’s largest university with an enrollment of over 22,000 

students. It has a history of over 150 years and is ranked in the Top 

100 World Universities. It has both social work undergraduate and 

graduate degrees as well as degrees in social policy. 

d. Confirmed that prospective university is “recognized” by the    

Ministry of Education: Yes  

  

III. Upon arrival/specific activity 

a.     What/who are the contacts made at the prospective partner university? 

- 1. Hilda Loughran, Ph.D., senior lecturer 

- 2. Brian Fanning, Ph.D., Chair, School of Applied Social Science 

- 3. Brian Nolan, Ph.D., Principal (Dean), College of Human Sciences 

- 4. Shauna Hughes, International Student Activities Coordinator, UCD 

- 5. Suzanne Shorten, Accommodations Office, UCD 

- 6. Emer Hanna, Senior Probation Officer, The Probation Service 

- 7. Declan Donnelly, Probation Officer, Drug Court 

- 8. Hon. Ann Ryan, Presiding Judge, Drug Court 
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- 9. Fiona Carolan, Parnell Adult Learning Centre 

- 10. Paul Conlin, Director, Coolmine Therapeutic Community 

- 12. Mary Ellen McCann, Ph.D., UCD and member, National Advisory 

Committee on Drugs 

 

             b.         What particular major/minor is of interest?  

Social Work with an emphasis in Alcohol and Other Drug Studies 

Other majors can include: Nursing, Public Health, Speech, Language, 

and Hearing, Exercise and Nutritional Science, Criminal Justice, 

Sociology, Psychology 

 

 

IV. Conclusion, recommendation, and next step? 

a. Why is this particular institution valuable for SDSU? 

UCD is the largest university in Ireland and has a large school of social 

work as well as other human service majors. Not only is there the potential 

for collaboration regarding a study abroad program, we also may be able 

to establish research opportunities. 

b. Sustainability of project (is there a high likelihood that students in the  

department will be interested in studying the proposed subject area at the 

prospective partner university and vice versa)? 

Students will have the opportunity to obtain 3 units of an elective, one of 

three electives required by the social work major. Students will be 

interested in the cross-cultural aspect of the topic as well as the 

opportunity to study in a country where there is much interest. This course 

will be open to all SDSU students, including those from the College of 

Health and Human Services. 

c.       How will this exchange program (or expansion) increase participation by 

      students in international activities, or enhance international learning       

      environments for students? 

      The program will open another opportunity to study abroad in a city where  

 there are not other courses being taught, and on a topic that is not taught in  

other SDSU study abroad courses.  

d.       What students will benefit? 

      Undergraduate social work students; nursing, public health, criminal  

      justice, speech, language, and hearing, exercise and nutrition science,     

      sociology, psychology majors; social work graduate students 

e.      What will be their activities (e.g. course work, international internships,    

     field research, etc.)?   

Activities will include class lecture/discussion/guest lecturers; field 

trips to appropriate social services; cultural trips with optional visits to 

other cities within Ireland.  Further opportunities for internships or 

research may develop over time. 

f.     What will be your role in promoting and supporting these activities?  

Develop course syllabus to include cultural comparisons; finalize field 

trip contacts and guest speakers; marketing program within the HHS 



4 

 

College and SDSU. During the course: providing instruction; 

accompany students to field trips and cultural events; be a resource in 

case of emergency. 

 

V. Additional Information 

   None. 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


