
1 

 

Note: Documents in Portable Document Format (PDF) require Adobe 

Acrobat Reader 5.0 or higher to view; download Adobe Acrobat Reader. 

 
Welcome to the 2015-16 Academic Year 

Video transcript from SDSU President Elliot Hirshman: 

On behalf of our 340,000 students, faculty, staff and alumni, it’s my 
pleasure to welcome you to the new academic year.  
 
In the past year, we continued our development as a leading public 
university – “Building on Excellence.” 
 
We named and endowed our Susan and Stephen Weber Honors 
College. We expanded our Aztec Mentor program in which alumni 
and community members mentor current students, and we hosted a 
White House convening that brought school counselors from across 
the nation to our campus. 
 
Our international programs continue to grow; 2,400 students studied 
abroad, and eight were awarded prestigious Fulbright fellowships. 
 
Our entrepreneurship programs moved forward. An SDSU team won 
an international competition for its human-powered thresher – an 
invention that promises to revolutionize grain yields in Ethiopia. 
 
It was an outstanding year for research and creative endeavors. We 
continue to build our areas of research excellence, and over 100,000 
people participated in Arts Alive events – integrating the arts into the 
fabric of our campus. 
 
Our research and creative endeavors were recognized nationally and 
internationally. Robert Quimby received the breakthrough prize in 
fundamental physics; Marilyn Chin won the Anisfield-Wolf Book 
Award; and Greg Talavera was recognized for lifetime achievement 
by the American Public Health Association.  
 
We built on our tradition of community engagement, raising 305,000 
pounds of food for San Diegans in need and improving sustainability 
and quality of life in National City as part of our SAGE Project. 
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Our athletics teams enjoyed great success – eight conference 
championships, our fifth consecutive bowl game in football and a 
sixth straight trip to the NCAA tournament in men’s basketball.  
 
We continue to build and reshape our campus, including the 
renovation of Zura Hall and Page Pavilion, the construction of the Jeff 
Jacobs JAM Center and South Campus Plaza, and the site work for 
our new Engineering and Interdisciplinary Sciences Complex.  
 
All of these efforts and achievements are supported by the Campaign 
for SDSU, which has now raised over $600 million – including a 
record $97 million this past year. 
 
These are just a few of the many achievements of our students, 
faculty, staff and alumni. 
 
Our university was founded 118 years ago, and for more than a 
century our ambitions and aspirations have defined this campus.  
 
I look forward to the work we will do together this year, to the 
ambitions we will achieve – to “Building on Excellence.” 
 
Thank you for everything you do for our university and welcome to 
the new year! 
 


