
The Campanile Foundation 
Board Meeting 
March 3, 2016 
2:30p.m. 

Minutes 
 
 
A meeting of the Board of Directors of The Campanile Foundation was held at  
San Diego State University in the Stephen L. Weber Alumni Board Room of the Parma Payne 
Goodall Alumni Center, San Diego, California, on March 3, 2016, pursuant to the notice duly 
posted for public information. 
 
The following Directors were present: 
 
Terry Atkinson 
Ed Blessing 
Mary Ruth Carleton 
Nikki Clay 
Diane Denkler 
Julie Dillon 
Andrew Esparza 
Greg Fowler 
Bill Geppert 

Elliot Hirshman 
Jeff Jeffery 
Evelyn Lamden 
Linda Lang 
Thom McElroy 
Jack McGrory 
Kris Michell 
Michael Pack 
Tony Podell 

Elsa Romero 
Patti Roscoe  
Jerry Sanders 
Bob Scarano 
Christopher Sickels 
Karin Winner 
Rachel Zahn

 
The following Directors were excused: 
 
Kelly Doran 
Marshall Faulk 
Alan Gold 

Christy Hilton  
Rich Kerr 
Ken McCain 

Susan Salka 
 
 

 
The following Officers were present: 
Amy Harmon, Secretary, The Campanile Foundation 
Leslie Levinson, CFO, The Campanile Foundation 
 
The following University administrators and staff members were present: 
Greg Block, Chief Communications Officer 
Ryan DeLong, Interim Executive Director, Alumni Engagement 
Jim Herrick, Assistant Vice President, Vice President’s Office 
Pauline Hill, Senior Assistant to the Vice President, University Relations and Development 
Chris Lindmark, Assistant Vice President of Campaign and Presidential Events 
Tom McCarron, Vice President, Business and Financial Affairs 
Lizette Najera, Director, Board and Executive Affairs 
Catherine Snapp, Presidential Communications Director 
Amy Walling, Assistant Vice President, Planned Giving 
 
The following volunteer leaders were present: 
Mary Curran, Vice Chair for Athletics Committee 
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I. Call to Order 
 
Chairman Jack McGrory called the meeting to order at 2:35 p.m. President Hirshman shared 
that Susan Salka and Irwin Zahn will be receiving honorary degrees from San Diego State. 
 
 
II. Approval of Consent Agenda / December 3, 2015   Jack McGrory 
 
Chairman McGrory requested a motion to accept the Consent Agenda. 
 
Motion: A motion was made, seconded, and unanimously carried to accept the  
  Consent Agenda for The Campanile Foundation Board of Directors  
  meeting of March 3, 2016 thereby approving the minutes of the:  
 

• Campanile Foundation Board Meeting 
Minutes of December 3, 2015  

• Nominating and Organizing Committee                                                                                                           
Minutes of February 3, 2016 

• Government and Community Relations Committee 
Minutes of February 18, 2016 

• Athletics Committee 
Minutes of March 2, 2016 

• Finance and Investment Committee 
Minutes of March 2, 2016 

• Alumni Engagement Committee 
Minutes of March 3, 2016 

 
 

III.  The Campaign for SDSU      Mary Ruth Carleton 
 

President & CEO Mary Ruth Carleton reflected on the nine years of the Campaign. 
Looking back at FY 2006/07, we raised $51M and received three gifts of a million or more; 
last year we raised $96M and received 19 gifts of a million or more. 
 
Ms. Carleton shared that the Campaign now stands at $675M. There have been 58,000 
donors and 165,000 gifts to the Campaign; 38,000 first-time donors to SDSU and 119 gifts of 
$1M or more.  During the Campaign, we have accomplished a lot: The Parma Payne Goodall 
Alumni Center, The Jeff Jacobs JAM Center, Conrad Prebys Aztec Student Union, Page 
Pavilion in the College of Business, Fowler Athletics Center, The Donald P. Shiley BioScience 
Center, Guardian Scholars, and The Campanile Foundation Endowed Chair. We’ve supported 
current and future students; scholarships have been the largest gift area. We’ve received 
$100M for endowed scholarships and a total of $133M in scholarships during the Campaign. 
Ms. Carleton thanked the board and stated that SDSU couldn’t have done all these amazing 
things without the support of the Board.  
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Two objectives moving forward: 1) Finish the Campaign, $75M to go and EIS Complex is a 
key part of the Campaign; 2) building a structure for the next Campaign. A key to the 
infrastructure is the regions. Regional members include alumni and parents who are helping 
create scholarships, mentorships, internships, and are engaging other alumni to SDSU.  
 
Ms. Carleton introduced Amy Harmon to talk about what the regions have been doing. 
 
Ms. Amy Harmon shared the recent success of the regional programs. Since the last board 
meeting in March, a regional event was held in Las Vegas. As a result of the enthusiasm and 
engagement, Las Vegas was added as our eighth region.  The Regional Team conducted a 
Skype call with about seven Council leaders participating. A lot of great ideas emerged from 
the call including the idea of having a national Council directory that lists all the regional 
members around the country.  
 
There have been great discussions about engaging the Rancho Santa Fe area; ideas for that 
region will be brought to the Board in June. 
 
Since July 1, we received $4.6M from the seven regions. Ms. Harmon thanked all the board 
members who have supported the Regional Programs. 
 
Ms. Carleton announced that the September 8 Board meeting will be a one-day Board retreat 
at the La Jolla Beach and Tennis Club. Details will be sent out in early summer. 
 
Ms. Carleton reported that stewardship is important for the future and supports fundraising. 
New stewardship strategies include thank you notes/calls from board members, annual 
thank you letters, and events such as: 
 

• Evening of Distinction: This inaugural event honored donors in the $500,000-
$999,999 range. Nine donors, both individuals and couples were recognized. 

• Evening Celebrating Philanthropy: A phenomenal event recognizing donors who have 
contributed $1M or more during the Campaign, with 50 medallion awardees in 
attendance. 

• Scholarship Luncheon: Over 250 guests attended. The four student speakers were 
very good and Cathy Stiefel and Keith Behner did a nice job as event chairs. 

 
Coming up on the calendar is the President’s Lecture Series featuring Linda Lang. The title is 
Leadership: Lessons and Values. The lecture is on April 26 at 1:30 p.m. 
 
Gifts of note: 
 

• Alumnus Monte Reed and his wife Paula made a $2M irrevocable bequest to establish 
the Monte H. and Paula Symonds Reed Endowed Scholarship in the College of 
Business Administration. 
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• Conrad Prebys pledged $1M to help fund the Engineering and Interdisciplinary 
Sciences Complex. 

• Price Philanthropies Foundation has pledged $500,000 to support the Price 
Community Scholars Program. 

• Fisher Endowment online Strive Crowdfunding raised $68,000 thanks to seed money 
from Patti Roscoe and Nikki Clay. 

• Dan Gross, California Healthcare Foundation: $25,000 gift from the California 
Healthcare Foundation will support the International Experience Scholarship Fund in 
the College of Health and Human Services. 

• A new commitment to the Thomas B. Day Quad put us over the $1M mark. 
• Frank McCarthy, $100,000 to establish an endowment for musical composition in the 

College of Professional Studies and Fine Arts. 
 

 
V.   President’s Report              Elliot Hirshman 
 
President Hirshman focused his report on two areas: San Diego State’s recent 
accomplishments and the metrics used to measure our progress in our effort to become one 
of the nation’s top 50 public universities. 
 
President Hirshman shared recent accomplishments: 
 
The Nation’s Business Journal published a list of the nation’s top 75 public universities and 
we were ranked 60th; ranked above three UC Schools: Santa Cruz, Riverside, and Merced and 
above Oregon and Kansas, flagships of their states. 
 
Our research efforts are critical to these rankings and we just learned that researchers in our 
graduate school of public health have been awarded a $10 million endowment from the 
National Institutes of Health Program to reduce health disparities in underserved 
communities. 
 
Student Achievement is also critical and Nassim Moallem, a junior majoring in political 
science and women’s studies is our first finalist ever for the prestigious Truman 
Scholarship—a scholarship that is often referred to as the Rhodes Scholarship for political 
science. 
 
One of our goals is for San Diego State to be a destination campus – a place for our 
community to gather for academic, cultural, artistic and athletic events.  Last month, the U.S. 
Poet Laureate, Juan Felipe Herrera spoke on campus and next month, Nobel Laureate 
Richard Schrock will be on campus for two days.  Matt De la Peña, alum of our MFA program 
in creative writing recently won the Newberry medal, a prize for our nation’s most 
distinguished contribution to children’s literature.  
 
Last but not least, we will be honoring one of our TCF Board members.  The Geography 
Annex building has been renovated and the University Relations & Development staff is now 
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headquartered there.  To honor someone who has helped build our regional councils, kick-
start our research endowment, and has raised funds for the TCF Chair, we have named 
URAD’s new home, Atkinson Hall. 
 
As part of our efforts to become a top 50 public university, we are tracking three metrics. 
The categories are: 1) Number and quality of applicants; 2) quality of student experience; 3) 
faculty resources. 
 

1. The number of quality applicants: The number of applicants has increased from 
61,000 to 83,000 in five years and average SAT of enrolled students has increased 
from 1,080 to 1,118. 

2. Quality of Student Experience: There is similar progress on the quality of the student 
experience across two years:  The number of international experiences is up 34% 
from 1,810 to 2,416— ranked 15th in the nation. The Research Symposium 
participation is up 46% from 377 to 551 and internships are up 26% from 2,378 to 
nearly 3,000.  

 
Greg Fowler suggested an “intern campaign” for alumni; President Hirshman agreed that the 
idea of an intern campaign could be very powerful.  Various board members agreed that 
internships are an excellent resource and feeders into companies. 
 

3. Faculty resources metrics present significant challenges: Our student-faculty ratio is 
28:1 which is significantly higher than at most top universities. Similarly, the 
percentage of faculty who are full-time is 73% -- lower than most top universities. 

 
We are in the middle of an effort to hire 300 new tenure-track faculty in five years to make 
progress on this issue. 
 
President Hirshman opened it up to questions and comments. Various Board members 
wanted to hear an update on the stadium issue: 
 
President Hirshman explained that San Diego State has two tracks to consider: 
 
a) Partner with the Chargers to support a stadium in downtown San Diego 
b) Partner with a Major League Soccer franchise and share a stadium in Mission Valley 
 
One certainty is that the Aztec football team will have a great place to play and football will 
continue to be very successful at San Diego State. 
 
There was discussion about both options and what is best for the football program and the 
university. 
 
President Hirshman thanked the committee for their perspectives.  
 
VI. Nominating and Organizing Committee     Patti Roscoe  
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Chairman McGrory announced changes to the TCF Committees: 
Alumni Committee: 
Added Elsa Romero in place of Bill Earley 
 
Athletics Committee: 
Added Bill Trumpfheller, Larry Prosi, Bob Scarano and Ken McCain 
 
Audit Committee: 
Added Leslie Levinson and Elsa Romero 
 
Executive Committee: 
Added Leslie Levinson  
 
Finance and Investment Committee: 
Added Andy Esparza 
Added Leslie Levinson  
Ken McCain moved to Athletics Cmte. 
 
Government & Community Relations Committee: 
Added Dan Gross 
 
Former Board Members: 
 
Mary Curran will remain on Executive Committee, Athletics Committee, Campaign Cabinet, 
and Nominating & Organizing Committee 
 
Dan Gross will remain on Audit and agreed to join the Government & Community Relations 
Committee. 
 
Jim Sinegal will remain on the College of Business Administration Advisory Board 
 
Ms. Roscoe reviewed the charge of the Nominating and Organizing Committee and that is 
responsible for identifying and recruiting distinguished potential members and evaluating 
the organizational needs of the Board.  The current committee members are: Nikki Clay, 
Mary Curran, Julie Dillon, Evelyn Lamden, Jack McGrory, Elsa Romero, Jerry Sanders, Kit 
Sickels, and Karin Winner. Mary Ruth Carleton and Leslie Schibsted are the staff liaison 
members. 
 
Ms. Roscoe reviewed the TCF Board Responsibilities Form and Conflict of Interest Form.  
Both these forms are signed annually in March. The last form reviewed is the Board Member 
Information Sheet. This information will be added to our Board Diversity Matrix. The matrix 
allows us to see the current diversity of the Board and industries represented. We would like 
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to recruit more board members who represent a cross section of our communities, who will 
serve us best for the future, have leadership qualities, and are team players. 
 
There are great nominees in the pipeline so far. Evelyn Lamden is looking into recruiting 
people from the arts community.  
 
President Hirshman suggested that Mary Ruth work with staff and the Nominating 
Committee to come up with the top three things we can do to recruit a more diverse board 
population and bring it back to the board for discussion.  Andy Esparza added that the 
regional councils are a great feeder to the Board.   
 
There was discussion about recruiting from the community in different areas and President 
Hirshman asked board members to send their ideas to Mary Ruth. 
 
Ms. Roscoe shared that there was a Board Orientation last Friday for Linda Lang and Elsa 
Romero. Linda Lang shared her experience with her orientation and she was very pleased 
with the day, especially meeting Coaches Long and Fisher. She learned a lot about the 
university’s funding sources and knows the importance of fund raising for the University. 
She was very impressed with the A.S. executives.  Elsa Romero added that she learned a lot 
from Vice President McCarron and Christy Samarkos from Student Affairs.  She also 
reiterated the importance of fundraising efforts. 
 
VII.  Associated Students Report      Blaire Ward 
 
Ms. Blaire Ward made the following announcements: 
 

• Associated Students recently developed their first Sports Club Fitness Room. 
• The new recreation field near Storm Hall will open in the fall. 
• Chancellor Tim White visited campus yesterday and A.S. leaders met with him and 

had a chance to interact to him. 
• The new Student Lounge will open in June at the Conrad Prebys Aztec Student 

Union. 
• Elections open up on Friday for the new A.S. Officers; very competitive this year. 

 
Ms. Ward feels very fortunate for her time on the board and is very thankful for the work the 
TCF Board does for the students.  

 
VIII.  Government and Community Relations Report   Jack McGrory 
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Chairman McGrory shared that he and Ed Blessing sit on the Veterans Advisory Council and 
last night Ed Blessing sponsored the Combat Leadership Panel with five veteran officers 
from the Navy, Marine Corps and Coast Guard.  Over 400 ROTC students attended.  
 
Chairman Jack McGrory reported the following: 
 
Jonathan Clay gave an update from Sacramento: 
• President Hirshman attended the CSU Graduation Initiative Impact Day in 

Sacramento on January 19th and met with members of the local delegation. 
• The Governor has released his higher education budget proposal. $148M proposed 

increase for the CSU budget with $35M one-time funds for deferred maintenance and 
$35M one-time funds for energy projects. This is less than the CSU’s full budget 
request. 

 
Brief discussion on recent CFA Activities  
• CFA wants a 5% salary increase; a 2% increase approved by the CSU. 
• CFA has approved a 5-day strike in April.  
• SDSU is working on the best way to engage students and respectfully comply with the 

collective bargaining agreement during that week. 
 
A discussion was had on various candidates running for local seats and offices, and what 
their potential relationships to SDSU might be.   
 
President Hirshman will be present at the next meeting on May 19th. Megan will be out on 
maternity leave. 
 
  
IX. KPBS Report         Karin Winner 
 
No report for KPBS. 
 
X. Finance and Investment Report                Terry Atkinson 
 
Terry Atkinson reported that the Committee met yesterday and there was full attendance 
and everyone was very engaged.  Mr. Atkinson shared that Linda Lang is joining the 
committee. 
 
The TCF Operations financial report was presented by CFO Leslie Levinson in a newly 
designed layout compared to what has previously been presented to the Committee. She 
reviewed the budget to actual report and stated that we estimate ending the fiscal year with 
a slightly positive budget to actual variance.  
 
Greg Fowler led a discussion on how the Committee can best plan for managing the 
endowment funds of TCF long term. Possible options were discussed on how to search for 
firms that offer an outsourced chief investment officer (OCIO) model. The Committee 
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discussed the options for moving forward with analyzing the OCIO model at length including 
the possible costs of hiring a potential consultant to assist with the process. Brian Long 
offered to help with process including potentially putting together a Request for Proposal 
(RFP) to find a consultant to provide guidance in the OCIO search process and/or firm to 
provide OCIO services. Leslie Levinson agreed to help him with this process. The entire 
Committee expressed their gratitude for Mr. Long's offer of help. 
 
TCF's portfolio had a positive 2.1% return for the second quarter of the fiscal year and 
returned 5.2% for the fiscal year. The longer term returns are 5.2%, 5.4% and 5.4% for the 
3-year, 5-year and 1 0-year periods respectively. The portfolio's performance has 
underperformed the policy index for each of the periods with the exception of the 1 0-year 
period. The underperformance has been driven primarily by the non-investable CPI+5% 
benchmark for PIMCO All Asset fund during a time when the fund has produced lackluster 
absolute returns. Inflation sensitive assets, with the exception of real estate, had weak 
performance due to the low inflation environment, Domestic equity continued to outpace 
international equity and growth outperformed value.  Anne Westreich noted that Verus 
expects international equity returns to be higher than domestic equity returns over the next 
10 years. Anne reviewed the performance and the cash flow of the Program Cash portfolio. 
 
The Committee discussed two options for the PIMCO All Asset allocation. First, the 
Committee evaluated possible asset allocation options for the 10% allocation. A change in 
the asset allocation would require a change in the investment policy statement. Secondly, 
there was a discussion regarding hedge funds and factors to consider when employing direct 
hedge funds or hedge fund of fund strategies. The discussion will continue at the next 
meeting. 
 
XI. Alumni Engagement Committee Report              Thom McElroy 
   
Thom McElroy reviewed the TCF Alumni Engagement committee mission statement: 
“To forge beneficial and measurable lifetime relationships between all Aztecs and the 
university.” 
 
After welcoming the committee, Thom mentioned that in December ’15 the Office of Alumni 
Engagement challenged themselves to raise $18K to complete the $1M Fisher Basketball 
Endowment campaign. Since that time the Fisher Basketball Endowment has received over 
$1M in donations. SDSU’s crowdfunding site, STRIVE, raised $43,318 with matching gifts 
from Patti and Nikki for a total of $63,318. 
 
Mr. McElroy updated the board on the ‘Best in the West’ competition that runs February-
May in three west coast regions; Orange County, LA County and the Bay Area. Regions 
receive points for alumni who become engaged by becoming a mentor, donating to SDSU and 
joining as an alumni lifetime member. 
 
Mr. McElroy provided the committee with STRIVE metrics from its launch in July 2015 it has 
supported 29 campaigns; 752 donations raised $55,430 for various projects and programs at 
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SDSU. As STRIVE continues to grow additional marketing strategies were explored; which 
included opening it up to support student organization initiatives and identifying champions 
within all projects 
 
Mr. McElroy concluded the meeting by acknowledging the Council for Advancement and 
Support of Education (CASE), recently announced their 2016 Awards of Excellence. In the 
category of Alumni Relations Programs: Student Alumni Initiatives: San Diego State 
University was awarded a silver award for the Class of 2019 Endowed Scholarship. 
 
 
XII. Athletics Committee Report      Mary Curran 
 
Ms. Curran recapped the mission of the Athletics Committee: to work with the Athletics 
department to help enhance the programs and build on the success they’ve already had. 
 
The committee has grown to 25 members and there’s room for more; 11 of those members 
are Campanile Foundation Board members. 
 
Ms. Curran shared a recent U-T article regarding San Diego State Athletics written by Mark 
Zeigeler. It’s an inspiring recap that describes where we’ve been and where we are today. 
 
Ms. Curran stated that athletics is a key component for branding and marketing and the 
success of the athletic teams drive interest from local and non-local students to look at a 
school. Athletic success brings pride to be an Aztec; increases the opportunity to engage 
alums and brings excitement to the community. Success on the field and on the court drives 
fundraising for athletics and for academic programs. $78M has been raised to date during 
the Campaign for SDSU. 
 
Ms. Curran recapped the success of the football team and the current success of the men’s 
basketball team: The football team finished 2015 winning 10 straight games and capping the 
season with a win over Cincinnati in the Hawaii Bowl.  The 2016 season will be great with all 
coaches and all players returning including DJ Pumphrey.  The basketball team has clinched 
the Mountain West Conference with the win over Wyoming. Their record stands at 22-8 and 
15-2 in the MWC. The last regular home game of the season is this Saturday vs. UNLV at 
Viejas Arena. The Mountain West Tournament begins March 10 in Las Vegas. 
 
Jim Sterk gave an update on Athletics. It is a very busy season for the department; 14 of 19 
sports teams are in competitive season. The other five are heavy into training. Mr. Sterk 
shared the Scholar-Athlete Spotlight one-pager.  This chart shows the growth of student-
athletes who have achieved scholar-athlete recognition. In 2015, 313 student-athletes 
achieved scholar-athlete recognition. Scholar-athlete = 3.2 term or 3.0 cumulative GPA. 
Career Development Series was offered to student-athletes includes: resume building, 
networking, and interviewing. Senior Suit Up was an event offered to seniors and 
prospective employers. Ms. Patti Roscoe participated in the event as part of the etiquette 
training. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/2016/feb/28/tp-at-34-3-sdsu-had-quite-a-ride-aztecs-win-fir/
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Upcoming event: Save the Date for Sip & Savor: April 21, 2016 at Rancho Valencia. This event 
is an opportunity to engage prospects and current donors. There will be silent and live 
auctions. Former student-athletes will be invited to attend. The goal is to raise $100,000. 
 
Ms. Curran provided updates on the two sub-committees: 
 
Community Engagement 
 
This committee is focused on boosting season ticket sales for football. 
 
The last attachment, TCF Group Ticket Leads lists prospects that have been identified 
through LinkedIn research and some TCF board members have already volunteered to help 
with some of these companies. Linda Lang volunteered to help with Jack in the Box 
corporate and franchisees. Ken McCain mentioned AMN Healthcare; Susan Salka is on the 
TCF Board. Jim Marshall suggested adding San Diego Imperial Counties Labor Council.  Patti 
Roscoe suggested adding Costco (Sinegal). Karin Winner volunteered to help with Cubic, 
Terry Atkinson will help with USD, and Kit Sickels will help with National University. If 
anyone on this committee has a personal connection to any of these companies on the list, 
please contact Bob Moosbrugger, Mary Ruth Carleton, Mary Curran or Kit Sickels. 
 
Terry Atkinson will provide Bob a list of about 50 law firms with almost 100 employees. 
 
Patti Roscoe suggested a pitch at the downtown Rotary. She volunteered to coordinate that. 
 
 
Scholarship, Facility and Program Enhancements 
 
The Athletic Initiatives: The Coryell Legacy has raised $16.4M toward the $25M goal; the 
Aztec Club Scholarship Fund has raised $2.1M toward a $5.2M budgeted goal; the Football 
Excellence project which includes the Aztec Performance Center and the Don Coryell 
Football Locker Room Renovation has raised $1.3M toward the $3M goal; and the Fisher 
Basketball Endowment has raised $1.07M toward the $1M goal. 
 
The Committee reviewed the prospect list attached to the Coryell Legacy one-pager and the 
Football Excellence packet and were asked to please review and identify any prospects that 
can be of help and if there are others that can do soft introductions to prospects or 
companies. 
 
Chairman McGrory adjourned the meeting at 5:05 p.m. 
 
 
       ___________________________________ 
       Jack McGrory, Chairman 
Attest: 
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___________________________   
Amy Harmon, Secretary 
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