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Mary Ruth Carleton serves as San Diego State University’s Vice President for University Relations and 
Development and the President and CEO of The Campanile Foundation, the university’s philanthropic 
board. Under Mary Ruth’s leadership, SDSU is in the 9th year of its first ever campaign. After reaching 
the initial $500M goal, SDSU is now extending to $750M and is currently at $673M.  The Campanile 
Foundation voted in June 2014 to extend the campaign for three more years to raise an additional $250M. 
 
For three years in a row, SDSU has been recognized as one of the top fundraising institutions in the 
United States and has been recognized by the Council for Advancement and Support of Education 
(CASE) for excellence in its fundraising campaign. 
 
In addition to fundraising for San Diego State, Mary Ruth leads SDSU’s government and community 
relations efforts, marketing and communications, public affairs and alumni relations.  She serves on the 
President’s Senior Leadership Team and the President’s Cabinet.  Mary Ruth is also a voting member of 
SDSU’s Intercollegiate Athletic Council. 
 
With Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees from the University of California, Berkeley, Mary Ruth’s early 
career includes 17 years as a TV news anchor and reporter, during which she worked for major broadcast 
networks and traveled extensively overseas.  In 1987, she received an Emmy for her reporting work in 
Los Angeles. 
 
Mary Ruth is professionally affiliated with the Council for Advancement and Support of Education 
(CASE) and with the Association of Fundraising Professionals (AFP) and holds the designation of 
Certified Fundraising Professional (CFRE). 
 
Mary Ruth is a member of the board of directors for the American Red Cross of San Diego and Imperial 
Counties and the Public Policy Committee of the San Diego Chamber of Commerce and AFP’s Senior 
Initiatives Group in San Diego.  She also serves on CASE District VII’s board of directors.   Additionally, 
Mary Ruth is a member of the Cal Alumni Association’s Southern California Council and is a trustee for 
Mortar Board National Foundation. 
 
 
 


