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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS  

California State University, San Diego State University (SDSU) proposes to construct a new, 
five-story Engineering and Interdisciplinary Sciences building (four levels above grade and 
one subterranean level). The new Engineering and Interdisciplinary Sciences Building would 
be located to the south of the existing Engineering Building, and would take the place of the 
existing Engineering Lab and Industrial Technology buildings on the main SDSU campus. In 
addition to demolition of the Engineering Lab and Industrial Technology buildings and 
construction of a new building, the proposed project also includes modifications to the existing 
Engineering Building to create a physical connection to the new structure, and demolition of 
the Quonset Hut and the CAM Labs Building. The need for the new building stems from 
outdated facilities and growth in enrollment in the engineering and science disciplines. The 
new building will provide SDSU with state-of-the-art research facilities to attract significant 
research projects and funding.  

The following report assesses the potential visual changes that would occur with project 
implementation. The report has been prepared to provide information for an environmental 
document being prepared for the proposed project. The report first provides the local and 
regional setting, followed by a description of the proposed project. The report then identifies the 
methodology used to complete a visual assessment of the various project components. A 
discussion of existing scenic vistas, scenic highways, visual character and quality, representative 
viewpoints, and lighting and glare is presented after the methodology section. The report then 
provides the significance thresholds, analysis, results, and mitigation measure recommendations. 
The report concludes with a discussion of the level of significance after the proposed mitigation 
measures are included as part of the project. 

Existing development in the immediate area of campus consists of the four-story Engineering 
Building, five-story Geology, Mathematics, and Computer Science Building, five-story 
Chemical Sciences Laboratory, and five-story Shiley Bioscience Center. The new four-story 
above grade Engineering and Interdisciplinary Sciences Building would display the elements of 
the Mission Revival architectural style that is the prevalent style of the existing campus 
buildings. The change in the visual landscape for sensitive receptors, which primarily consist of 
mobile viewers (e.g., motorists, pedestrians, bicyclists) traveling on nearby roadways from which 
views to the project site are available, were determined to be less than significant. Although 
available, views to the project would be limited and partially screened by the presence of the 
intervening campus development and landscape. Where visible, the scale, mass, and architectural 
style of the Engineering and Interdisciplinary Sciences Building would be consistent with 
existing campus development in the immediate area.  
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The visual assessment identified a temporary short-term significant impact from construction 
lighting that would occur due to the proximity of existing residences and motorists along 
nearby roadways. Recommended mitigation measures include the shielding of lighting to avoid 
impacts to motorists and residences with views to construction activities at the project site. 
Proposed lighting mitigation recommendations entail the arrangement of lighting elements 
such that direct rays will not shine on, or produce glare, for adjacent street traffic and distant 
residential uses. This would ensure that nighttime lighting would not adversely impact mobile 
viewers or residences. 

Potential impacts from lighting were identified as significant due to the project contributing 
additional lighting to the project site. Impacts related to nighttime lighting would be reduced to a 
level below significance because mitigation has been recommended to ensure that the lighting 
will be shielded and oriented downward and its use will be limited only to times when needed. 
Potential impacts related to reflectivity or glare would be less than significant through required 
compliance with SDSU’s Physical Master Plan that would ensure structures would not contain 
large expanses of reflective glass or reflective metal surfaces that would cause undue glare to 
passing mobile viewers and/or present a visual hazard to adjacent land uses.  
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1 INTRODUCTION 

The information and analysis provided in this report was compiled using site visits, photos, and 
visual simulations of the proposed project area to analyze the proposed project’s impact on visual 
quality and community character.  

1.1 Regional and Local Setting 

The SDSU campus is situated along Interstate 8 (I-8) about 8 to 10 miles from downtown San 
Diego (see Figure 1, Regional Map, and Figure 2, Vicinity Map). The proposed project would be 
located in the northeast corner of the main campus (see Figure 3, Project Area Map). The campus 
is part of the College Area Community of the City of San Diego (City).  

The proposed project would be located to the south of the existing Engineering Building and 
would take the place of the existing Engineering Lab and Industrial Technology buildings on the 
main campus of SDSU. See Section 1.2 for a detailed discussion of the proposed project. The 
site is bordered by Aztec Circle Drive to the east and north, the Physics Building to the south, 
and the Physical Sciences and Life Sciences buildings to the west (see Figure 3). The site is 
located approximately 375 feet south of I-8 and similar to the rest of the SDSU campus, is 
situated atop a mesa landform with steep, densely vegetated slopes to the northeast and north. 
SDSU owns the proposed project site, which is located within the existing campus boundary.  

1.2 Project Description 

1.2.1 Overview 

SDSU proposes to construct a new, five-story Engineering and Interdisciplinary Sciences 
building (four levels above grade and one subterranean level)  The need for the building stems 
from outdated facilities and growth in enrollment in the engineering disciplines. SDSU is also 
interested in growing its research program, particularly through interdisciplinary projects that 
bring the sciences and engineering together. The new building will provide SDSU with state-of-
the-art research facilities to attract significant research projects and funding.  

The new building would be located to the south of the existing Engineering Building, and would 
take the place of the existing Engineering Lab and Industrial Technology buildings on the main 
campus of SDSU (see Figure 1, Figure 2, and Figure 3).  
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Development of the new building would include the following components, which, collectively, 
are referred to as the “proposed project”:  

 Demolition of the existing Engineering Lab and Industrial Technology buildings (during 
construction, the occupants of the existing Engineering Lab and Industrial Technology 
buildings would be temporarily relocated to various buildings on campus)  

 Construction of the new Engineering and Interdisciplinary Sciences Building and new 
landscaped quadrangle for the science, technology, engineering, and mathematics 
(STEM) disciplines 

 Occupancy and operation of the new building 

 Modification of the existing Engineering Building, which is located to the north of the 
proposed new building site, to connect the existing Engineering Building to the new 
building on one or more floors (see Figure 3) 

 Demolition of the Quonset Hut (see Figure 3) 

 Demolition of the CAM Labs Buildings (see Figure 3) 

The target completion date for occupancy and operational use of the new Engineering and 
Interdisciplinary Sciences Building is January (spring semester) 2018.  

1.2.2 Proposed Project Details 

The proposed project would consist of demolition of several existing buildings, construction of a 
new building, and modification of an existing building (see Figure 3, Project Area Map, and 
Figure 4, Project Site Design). The increase in number and size of spaces in the new engineering 
complex would result in teaching labs that can accommodate a capacity increase of 200 full-time 
equivalent (FTE) students. While the increased capacity may be filled by the transfer of students 
from other disciplines where growth has and would remain flat or slightly decrease, for purposes 
of environmental analysis, it is assumed that the 200 FTE would represent an increase in 
enrollment of 224 students. Additionally, the new engineering complex would accommodate up 
to 80 additional research staff members over current levels.  

The details of each project component are provided below.  

New Engineering Building. The new Engineering and Interdisciplinary Sciences Building 
would be located to the south of the existing Engineering Building, at the site of the existing 
Engineering Lab and Industrial Technology buildings. This location was selected for several 
reasons. First, the location provides excellent visibility from areas of the campus. Second, the 
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location provides connectivity to the historic core of the campus (the campus core is listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places). Third, the location is immediately adjacent to the other 
STEM disciplines, which include physics, astronomy, physical and life sciences, geography, 
mathematics, computer science, biosciences, chemistry, and engineering. 

The adjacency to the other STEM disciplines is purposeful. The proposed project would include 
a new quadrangle, the function of which would be to provide a sense of place, identity, and 
interaction for the STEM disciplines, and to link the new building to the SDSU original campus 
core. Together, the new building and new quadrangle would be planned to encourage 
interdisciplinary research, teaching, and interaction among the STEM disciplines. It would also 
provide flexible research and teaching space for the rapidly changing and increasingly 
competitive disciplines of engineering and the sciences. The construction of the new quadrangle 
is integral to the construction of the building itself and will happen simultaneously.  

The new Engineering and Interdisciplinary Sciences Building would be approximately 95,000 
gross square feet (GSF) in size, four levels above grade and one subterranean level (60 feet total 
height above grade), and externally reflect the architectural heritage of the campus. The new 
building would be designed in the mission style of architecture that is present within the core of 
campus. The new building would be affixed with exterior security lighting typical of other 
instructional buildings in the campus core. 

The Engineering and Interdisciplinary Sciences Building would represent an increase of 
approximately 38,000 GSF over the existing Engineering Lab and Industrial Technology, CAM 
Labs, and Quonset Hut Buildings. The new building would consist of 60,000 assignable square 
feet (ASF), which is 20,000 more ASF than the existing Engineering Lab and Industrial 
Technology, CAM Labs, and Quonset Hut Buildings. The new building would consist, 
internally, of increased number and sizes of teaching labs and research facilities (including office 
and meeting spaces; bench spaces; and preparation, service, and technology spaces); a phage 
center; an imaging center with MRI capability; and an entrepreneurial center with laboratories 
and offices. The Engineering and Interdisciplinary Sciences Building would not contain any 
space for equipment maintenance, administrative offices, or lecture halls.  

The new Engineering and Interdisciplinary Sciences Building would be designed to meet 
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Silver certification or equivalent. 

Table 1 illustrates the differences in additional GSF and ASF between the existing Engineering 
Lab and Industrial Technology buildings, Quonset Hut, and CAM Labs and the new Engineering 
and Interdisciplinary Sciences Building. 
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Table 1 

Existing Engineering Lab and Industrial Technology, Quonset Hut, and CAM Labs 

Buildings and New Engineering and Interdisciplinary Sciences Building Space Comparison  

(gross and assignable square feet) 

Space Existing Buildings  New Engineering and Interdisciplinary Sciences Building  Net Gain 

Total Assignable 39,737 60,000 20,263 

Total Gross 56,832 95,000 38,168 

 

Existing Engineering Building Modifications. The proposed project would include 
modifications to the existing Engineering Building, located to the north of the site of the 
proposed new Engineering and Interdisciplinary Sciences Building, to connect the existing 
building to the new building on one or more floors. Additionally, modest interior renovations, 
primarily paint and some replacement of finishes to selected areas, would be made to the existing 
Engineering Building.  

Demolition of Existing Engineering Lab and Industrial Technology Buildings. The existing 
Engineering Lab and Industrial Technology buildings were constructed in 1956 and 1953, 
respectively, and consist of a total of 47,000 GSF of space. The 47,000 GSF in the existing 
Engineering Lab and Industrial Technology buildings consists of 29,268 ASF for teaching labs; 
research facilities, including office collaboration and meeting rooms, bench space, and 
preparation, service, and technology; equipment maintenance; administrative offices; lecture 
halls; and an entrepreneurial center with laboratories and offices. The existing Engineering Lab 
and Industrial Technology buildings do not contain a phage center or imaging center.  

Demolition of Existing CAM Labs Building. Once the new Engineering and Interdisciplinary 
Sciences Building is constructed, the CAM Labs Building will be demolished. The existing 
CAM Labs Building was constructed in 1962 and consists of 1,732 GSF of building space. This 
building has housed a variety of engineering student project labs and organization workspace 
since its construction. Following demolition, the site would be used for parking and open space. 

Demolition of Existing Quonset Hut. Once the new Engineering and Interdisciplinary Sciences 
Building is constructed, the existing Quonset Hut located immediately north of the existing 
Engineering Lab and Industrial Technology buildings would be demolished. This building was 
constructed in 1947, consists of 8,100 GSF, and has always housed materials for grounds and 
facilities maintenance for this portion of campus. Following demolition, the site would be used 
for parking and open space. 
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2 METHODOLOGY 

The project setting was developed by reviewing available information on visual resources in 
the proposed project vicinity. The College Area Community Plan (City of San Diego 1989) 
was reviewed to better understand the spatial distribution of land uses in the project area and to 
gather information regarding the prevalent urban design concepts present in the community. 
This review was supplemented through an examination of aerial photographs that provided an 
updated image of the community; in addition,  a review of the Visual Quality/Community 
Character Technical Report for the San Diego State Plaza Linda Verde Project (Dudek 2009) 
provided information regarding the local setting, visual character of the SDSU campus, and 
nighttime lighting conditions on campus. Dudek environmental planner Joshua Saunders also 
conducted a field survey of the proposed project site and surrounding community on January 
24, 2015. Visibility conditions were clear and atmospheric conditions were fair with 
temperatures in the high 70s (degrees Fahrenheit), low winds, and prevalent clouds. 
Observations were recorded in a series of field notes and via photographs captured using a 
Canon EOS 300D 6.3 megapixel Digital Rebel Camera with a Canon 50 millimeter lens and an 
Apple iPhone 4S.  

To determine the area in which the proposed project would be visible, a desktop review of aerial 
photography and topographic maps was conducted, and during the field survey, the mass and 
scale of the existing three-story Engineering Building was referenced and recorded at on- and 
off-site locations. The presence of scenic vistas in the surrounding area was determined through 
a review of the College Area Community Plan, aerial photographs, and topographic maps and by 
familiarity with the local terrain. Once potential scenic vistas were identified, a field survey was 
conducted to verify the availability of views from specific locations. The California Department 
of Transportation (Caltrans) Scenic Highway Program (Caltrans 2014) was reviewed to identify 
eligible and officially designated state scenic highways in the project viewshed, and the 
availability of views from identified scenic highways was documented during the field survey. A 
photographic inventory was conducted during the field survey to document the visual setting and 
to help illustrate the existing visual character of the project area. Sensitive receptors afforded 
views of the proposed project site were determined based on a review of aerial photography and 
the spatial distribution of land uses occurring within the viewshed. Public vantage points, such as 
public roadways, lookouts, and trails, from which views of the project site were likely to be 
available were identified and visibility to the project site from the identified viewpoints was 
verified during the field survey. Existing views from selected public viewpoints were 
documented and photographed. One key observation point to the proposed project site was 
selected as representative of the views of the proposed project site available to sensitive receptors 
in the surrounding area. The choice of viewpoints was limited to off-campus locations and those 
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selected represent the prevalent distance zones and viewing angles to the proposed project site. 
Although several viewpoints were identified, similar viewing conditions and screening features 
reduced the need for multiple visual simulations to characterize the anticipated visual change 
associated with the proposed project. As such, one visual simulation was prepared from the 
selected key observation point.  

Visual simulations were used as a tool in depicting and determining the severity of visual 
change in the landscape through the use of field photography, modeled digital topography, and 
architectural floor plans and elevations to create true-scale three-dimensional models. These 
models were then used to create an accurate simulation of post-development conditions and 
visibility. Before and after views from the identified key observation point were depicted and 
analyzed. Although visual simulations were not prepared for all viewpoints, the physical 
characteristics of the proposed Engineering and Interdisciplinary Sciences Building (e.g., scale, 
mass, exterior color and design) were used to characterize the anticipated visual change from 
each viewpoint.  

The above data were referenced to determine the potential visual impacts in relation to 
significance thresholds. Visual changes and level of significance were evaluated based on the 
duration of the anticipated view, clarity of the view, distance of the view (foreground, mid-
view, or distant view), and number of viewers. Where a significant impact was identified, 
mitigation measures are recommended to reduce the identified impact. Measures incorporated 
into the project and/or recommended to avoid, minimize, and mitigate identified impacts are 
described. An evaluation was completed to determine the level of significance after 
implementation of the proposed mitigation measures. 
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3 EXISTING CONDITIONS 

This section describes the existing conditions in the proposed project area and identifies the 
resources that could be affected by the proposed project. The existing environmental setting 
discussion below provides a general description and characterization of the proposed project's 
vicinity and the proposed project site. The environmental setting is then organized according to 
visual/aesthetic resources identified in Appendix G of the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) guidelines. 

3.1 Existing Environmental Setting 

The proposed project is located along the I-8 corridor in southwestern San Diego County 
(Figure 1). The area is primarily urban in character and is developed with a variety of land uses 
including residential, commercial, recreational, and institutional. Open space in the area tends to 
be concentrated at Mission Trails Regional Park, a large expanse of undeveloped natural lands 
comprising a variety of terrains and habitats; however, open space is also distributed throughout 
the landscape via a relatively large system of canyons. The natural terrain of the area includes 
several prominent mountains and hills as well as a network of mesas and the aforementioned 
canyons, which drain to Mission Valley and the San Diego River. With a few exceptions, the 
majority of the urban development in the area has occurred on the mesa tops and within the San 
Diego River Valley (which includes Mission Valley), while canyon hillsides and drainage 
bottoms have remained somewhat natural. 

The proposed project site, which includes the existing two-story Industrial Technology Building, 
the one-story Engineering Lab Building, the three-story Engineering Building, the small, single-
story CAM Labs Building, and the Quonset Hut, is located in the northeastern corner of the main 
SDSU campus (Figure 2). The site is bordered by Aztec Circle Drive to the immediate west and 
north. Existing campus development, including the five-story Geology, Mathematics, and 
Computer Science Building; the five-story Chemical Sciences Laboratory Building; the three-story 
Physics Building; the four-story Life Sciences buildings; and the five-story Shiley Bioscience 
Center, are located to the east, south, and west of the project site (see Figure 4). An undeveloped 
slope populated with tall pine and palm trees is also located to the east of the project site (more 
specifically, to the east of the Engineering Building and CAM Labs) and falls away from the mesa 
terrain to Canyon Crest Drive and Parking Lot A (Parking Lot A is approximately 80 feet lower in 
elevation than the ground floor of the existing Engineering Building).  

The proposed project site is located within the northern extent of the College Area community 
and is locally accessible by campus roads. I-8 provides regional access to the area and College 
Avenue (located approximately 0.15 mile east of the existing Engineering Building and CAM 
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Labs) provides local access to the SDSU campus. College Avenue is a four-lane north–south 
roadway that provides access from I-8 to the College Area to the south and the community of 
Del Cerro to the north. Aztec Circle Drive is aligned along the eastern and northern interior 
perimeter of the SDSU campus and provides local access to the project site. The two-lane, 
striped road is relatively narrow (approximately 20 feet in width) and is stop-sign controlled at 
occasional crossings between exterior and interior perimeter campus development.  

Surrounding uses near the proposed project site in the northern extent of the College Area 
community include institutional, residential, medical, and undeveloped canyon terrain. Several 
large surface parking lots and multi-story parking structures are located east of College Avenue. 
SDSU student housing and single-family residential neighborhoods are also located east of 
College Avenue. I-8 lies to the north of the project site and undeveloped canyon terrain rises to 
an elevated mesa landform developed with single-family residential and elementary school 
development. Single-family residential development in Del Cerro is also located north of I-8 and 
northeast of the project site. The Alvarado Medical Center is located south of I-8 and 
approximately 0.5 mile east of the project site.  

3.1.1 Scenic Vistas  

Despite the presence of variable topography in the vicinity, publicly accessible and designated 
scenic vistas where views of the project site are available are limited and consist primarily of 
prominent terrain located in Mission Trails Regional Park. Cowles Mountain (elevation 1,594 
feet above mean sea level (amsl)) and Pyles Peak (elevation 1,379 feet amsl) are located 
approximately 3.75 miles and 4 miles northeast of the proposed project site, respectively. The 
summits of these mountains/peaks are accessible by the Cowles Mountain Trail and the 
connecting Pyles Peak Trail, which provide recreationists broad panoramic views of Mission 
Valley, downtown San Diego, southern San Diego County, and Tijuana. Long views to the north, 
east, and west are also available from these elevated vantage points.  

Although the broad and long views available from the trails identified above are relatively 
similar, the existing use and the visual character of the trails varies. The more popular of the two 
trails, Cowles Mountain Trail, is accessible via a developed staging area and parking lot located 
at the intersection of Golf Crest Drive and Navajo Road. From the staging area, hikers and trail 
runners climb the terrain in a general south-to-north alignment and a series of switchbacks 
provide ample viewing opportunities to the landscape to the south. Wood post-and-rail fencing, 
occasional mile markers, and signs warning recreationists of trail-adjacent habitat restoration 
projects mark the trail, which experiences heavy traffic on weekends (generally from 30 minutes 
before sunrise to 30 minutes after sunset). Despite its relatively mild elevation profile and 
proximity to Cowles Mountain, the Pyles Peak Trail experiences light use, is narrow in width, 
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and is minimally marked. The trail traverses the western slopes of Cowles Mountain, Pyles Peak, 
and the intervening terrain and is bordered by tall chaparral and coastal sage scrub vegetation. 
Views from the summit of Pyles Peak are similar to the wide, long views available from Cowles 
Mountain; however, due to a slightly lower elevation, the hills of northeastern Del Cerro block 
the majority of the SDSU campus from view. Outside of Mission Trails Regional Park, long and 
broad views of high structures in downtown San Diego and the Pacific Ocean are intermittently 
available from public roads (including Madra Avenue) on prominent terrain located northeast of 
the SDSU campus in the community of Del Cerro.  

3.1.2 Scenic Highways 

I-8 is located approximately 375 feet north of the proposed project site and is designated as an 
eligible state scenic highway (Caltrans 2014). The posted speed limit on I-8 is 65 miles per hour. 
The existing three-story Engineering Building is visible from the westbound travel lanes of I-8 
near the College Avenue exit, and the building blocks the existing single-story Engineering Lab 
Building and two-story Industrial Technology Building from view.  

Additional scenic highways in the general area include State Route 52 (SR-52) (eligible), SR-125 
from SR-94 to I-8 near La Mesa (officially designated), and SR-163 from the southern to the 
northern boundary of Balboa Park (officially designated) (Caltrans 2014). The proposed project 
site is not visible from these scenic highways.  

3.1.3 Visual Character and Quality 

The architectural character of SDSU is rooted in the Spanish-Moorish style buildings completed 
on campus by the State of California Works Progress Administration in the early 1930s. 
Architectural elements of these early buildings and from the Mission and Spanish Colonial 
Revival styles that were popular in the 1930s are typically reflected in existing campus 
development. With the exception of several pre-fabricated structures and buildings displaying a 
decidedly Modern architectural style, campus buildings exhibit a consistent architectural style 
and character. Architectural elements common to the Mission and Spanish Colonial Revival 
styles include courtyards and arcades, horizontal massing, wood, plaster, and stucco, clay tile 
roofs, projecting eaves, and punched windows. Unlike the majority of surrounding academic 
buildings, the Industrial Technology Building, Engineering Building, Engineering Lab Building, 
CAM Labs, and Quonset Hut lack the Mission and Spanish Colonial architectural style. The 
existing styles and architectural character of buildings included in the proposed project are 
generally box-like and lack façade detailing. Descriptions of the five buildings included in the 
project are included below.  
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Industrial Technology Building 

Located north of the Physics Building, east of the Physical Sciences Building, and west of the 
Geology, Mathematics, and Computer Science Building, the Industrial Technology Building is 
an offset, rectangular shaped, two-story structure with a split roofline and irregular shaped end 
walls that reflect the Modern style. At the south elevation, the second-story of the building 
features a series of large, multi-pane windows that allow natural lighting to enter the interior 
space. An outside covered patio area is located at the east elevation and a portion of the west 
elevation is designed in the Spanish Colonial Revival style and features a Spanish tile roof, an 
arcade walkway that connects the Industrial Technology Building to the Physics Building, and 
multi-pane windows. The building is clad in cement plaster and exterior walls display an aged, 
white color. An enormous eucalyptus tree and a large, spreading ficus tree are located 
immediately east of the building and west of Aztec Circle Drive.  

Engineering Lab Building 

Located north of the Industrial Technology Building and south of the Engineering Building, the 
engineering labs are housed in a single-story, rectangular building with a split roofline, 
composition roof, and an aged, white cement plaster-clad exterior. The north elevation of the 
building features a wall of multi-pane windows interrupted at the ground plane by a series of 
square, greenish doors and the south elevation features a series of single-panel glazed doors and 
multi-pane windows. A covered overhang corridor is located on the south side of the building. A 
small turf and landscaped area populated with five moderately sized trees and bordered by short 
sago palms and New Zealand flax is affixed to the east elevation of the building and is located 
west of Aztec Circle Drive.  

Engineering Building 

Located south of the Quonset Hut and north of the Engineering Lab Building, the four-story, 
Modern style Engineering Building displays a warped T-shaped footprint, a flat roof, and a 
smooth, aged, white colored stucco-clad exterior. At the south elevation, the building features 
three horizontal bands of windows situated beneath a sharply projecting overhang. The north 
elevation of the building features similar window detailing but supports no overhang. The east 
and west elevations feature a broad expanse of smooth stucco surface with decorative vertical 
bands of textured beige stucco running from the roofline to the awning above the side entrances.  

Quonset Hut 

Located immediately north of the Engineering Building and south of Aztec Circle Drive, the pre-
fabricated, three-span Quonset Hut is covered with a white, corrugated metal siding exterior with 
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groupings of multi-pane windows at the north, east, south, and west elevations. The building 
(approximately 15–20 feet in height) also features industrial metal roll-up doors and was initially 
intended to be a temporary facility when it was constructed in the late 1940s.  

CAM Labs 

Located north of the Engineering Building and south of Aztec Circle Drive, the CAM Labs 
Building is a single-story, rectangular building with a flat roof and painted concrete-block 
walls. A single garage bay and roll-up door are featured on the east elevation of the building 
and simple, square windows are located on the east, north, west, and south exteriors. Although 
the building is very plain and lacks ornamentation, portions of the east, north, and south 
elevations are landscaped with low agaves, cacti, and other succulents and are dotted with 
several climate-appropriate trees.  

3.1.3.1  Public Views 

Sensitive viewing locations generally include public locations including roadways, recreational 
areas, and designated scenic highways. Given the prevalence of single-family residential land 
uses near the proposed project site, private views are discussed in Section 3.1.3.2 for 
informational purposes only. Scenic vistas and designated scenic roads in the project area are 
discussed in Sections 3.1.1 and 3.1.2.  

As stated in Section 2, Methodology, one location from which receptors are afforded views of 
the proposed project site in the surrounding area was selected as a representative viewpoint of 
the proposed project. This key observation point forms the basis of the impact analysis as it 
relates to visual character and quality of the site and surrounding and is characteristic of the 
various viewing angles, distance zones, visibility conditions, and surrounding landscape context 
available at locations from which the proposed project would be visible. However, in addition to 
the identified key observation point, other viewpoints from which views to the proposed project 
site are available in the surrounding area are also included in the analysis and are used to 
describe the anticipated visual change/contrast that would occur from the proposed project.  

Due to the proximity of existing three-, four-, and five-story campus buildings, off-site views to 
the proposed project site are relatively limited. Although the north and east elevations of the 
Engineering Building are visible from College Avenue, I-8, Del Cerro Boulevard, Alvarado 
Boulevard, and prominent terrain in the community of Del Cerro, the Engineering Building, 
Engineering Lab Building, Industrial Technology Building, CAM Labs, and the Quonset Hut are 
not visible from public roads near the southern boundary of the SDSU campus. Existing campus 
buildings and landscaping located south of the project site entirely screen the Engineering 
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Building, Engineering Lab Building, Industrial Technology Building, CAM Labs, and Quonset 
Hut from the view of motorists on Montezuma Road, Montezuma Place, Campanile Drive, Lindo 
Paseo, Hardy Avenue, and 55th Street. Due to the project’s location in the northeastern corner of 
the SDSU campus, views to the site (primarily the north and east elevations of the Engineering 
Building) are available to residences and motorists located to the northeast and north of the 
proposed project site.  

Figure 5, Viewpoint Locations, provides the location of representative viewpoints of the 
proposed project site from locations in the surrounding area where views to the proposed project 
site may be available. Figure 5a, Views 1 and 2, and Figure 5b, Views 3 and 4, provide 
representative views from locations in the surrounding area. Table 2 lists the identified 
viewpoints and provides location, approximate distance and orientation to proposed project site, 
viewing angle/observer position, and general visibility conditions to the proposed project site.  

Table 2 

Viewpoints and General Visibility 

Viewpoints Location 
Approximate Distance/ 

Orientation to Project Site 
Viewing Angle/ 

Observer Position 
General Visibility Conditions to Project 

Site 

1a College 
Avenue  

0.45 mile/northeast Inferior The proposed project site is partially 
obstructed by campus development and 
landscaping (north and east elevations of 
the Engineering Building are visible). 

2 Mill Peak 
Road 

0.20 mile/north  Normal/slightly 

inferior 

The north elevation of the Engineering 
Building is partially visible (the proposed 
project site is partially obstructed by the 
Quonset Hut and landscaping located to 
the north). 

3  Del Cerro 
Boulevard  

0.70 mile/north Normal The proposed project site is completely 
screened by campus development and 
landscaping. 

4 Madra 
Avenue  

1.0 mile/northeast Superior The north and east elevation of the 
Engineering Building is visible but partially 
obstructed by landscaping and existing 
campus development. The view from this 
viewpoint is expansive and long.  

a Key observation point. 

For purposes of this assessment, elements within the visual environment are discussed in the 
context of a foreground, middleground, and background distances. The distance categories are 
defined as follows: 

 Foreground – less than 0.5 mile from the view 
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 Middleground – between 0.5 mile and 3 miles from the view 

 Background – more than 3 miles from the view 

College Avenue (Viewpoint 1) 

Viewpoint 1 is located on College Avenue, approximately 275 feet north of the eastbound I-8 
off-ramp. With southwesterly views toward the proposed project site, the College Avenue 
streetscape is flanked by abruptly downward sloping and densely vegetated terrain to the east, 
and tall, mounded, densely vegetated terrain to the west in the foreground viewing distance. The 
eastbound I-8 off-ramp is perpendicular to College Avenue and signage at the westbound I-8 on-
ramp is visible in the distance (the surface of the on-ramp is obscured by terrain). To the south, 
College Avenue appears to narrow as it spans I-8 and then proceeds in a northeasterly direction 
into the College Area. Although the I-8 travel lanes are not visible from this viewpoint, interstate 
right-of-way landscaping is detectable in the foreground viewing distance. 

South of I-8, the terrain rises and the landscape is dominated by large, multi-story buildings in 
the northeastern corner of the SDSU campus. The lower stories of campus buildings are partially 
obscured by relatively dense eucalyptus, pine, and palm tree plantings lining the northeastern and 
northern perimeter of campus development, yet buildings remain visually prominent. The five-
story Chemical Science Laboratory and Geology, Mathematics, and Computer Sciences 
buildings feature relatively flat exteriors painted in shades of white, clay red, and occasionally 
grey. The Chemical Science Laboratory features a seven-story rectangular tower and a wide, 
two-story base with archway openings. Both structures feature parallel rows of square windows 
and low-angled, clay-red roofs. Campus buildings to the west include the existing three-story 
Engineering Building and the adjacent Shiley Bioscience Center and one- and two-story Quonset 
Hut(s), all of which are partially screened from view by the east-facing slope located adjacent to 
College Avenue in the foreground. From Viewpoint 1, these buildings display a relatively simple 
design featuring rectangular white exteriors, rectangular windows, and flat rooflines. With the 
exception of the north and east elevation of the Engineering Building, views to the project site 
are obscured by campus development and landscaping.  

Representative viewer groups at Viewpoint 1 consist of residents from the community of Del 
Cerro, pedestrians along the west side of College Avenue, and motorists traveling southbound on 
College Avenue.  

Mill Peak Road (Viewpoint 2) 

Viewpoint 2 is situated at the southernmost extent of Mill Peak Road, which terminates at the 
northern rim of the Mission Valley canyon system. Short, white wooden posts and reflective 
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signage placed at the end of the road in the foreground are meant to stop motorists and 
pedestrians from entering the restricted use area. Natural, sloping terrain and I-8 travel lanes are 
located downslope from Viewpoint 2, but these features are visually obscured by Mill Peak 
Road. South of I-8, the canyon terrain rises, and in addition to dense, green, low, spreading 
shrubs and tall trees, multi-story SDSU campus buildings and an illuminated, wide, curving 
segment of Canyon Crest Drive can be seen. The bright and seemingly reflective asphalt surface 
of Parking Lot A is also visible east of Canyon Crest Drive. From Viewpoint 2, the large, 
rectangular forms and light-colored exteriors of the Chemical Sciences Laboratory; the Geology, 
Mathematics, and Computer Sciences Building; the existing Engineering Building; the Quonset 
Hut; and the Shiley Bioscience Center can be seen from east to west in southerly views. The 
mesa landform underlying the SDSU campus is apparent from Viewpoint 2 as buildings tend to 
cascade down from higher elevations to the lower-elevation northeastern campus perimeter. With 
the exception of the north elevation of the Engineering Building and a small portion of the 
relatively low, dark-colored roof of the Industrial Technology Building, buildings included in the 
project are blocked from receptors at Viewpoint 2. The single-story CAM Labs Building is 
blocked by the two-story Quonset Hut, and the Engineering Lab Building (and most of the 
Industrial Technology Building) is screened by the three-story Engineering Building.  

Representative viewer groups at Viewpoint 2 consist of motorists, residents, and pedestrians on 
Mill Peak Road.  

Del Cerro Boulevard (Viewpoint 3) 

Viewpoint 3 is located at an impromptu overlook along Del Cerro Boulevard and is situated 
between two residential lots lining the southern rim of the Mission valley canyon system. As 
shown on Figure 5b (see View 3), spreading ivy, low, coarsely textured, dark-green shrubs and 
an approximately 4-foot-tall, white-painted wood panel fence abutting the canyon rim are visible 
in the immediate foreground viewing distance. The foliage of a tall, spreading pine tree partially 
frames the view to the southeast, which includes the SDSU campus and the distant silhouettes of 
San Miguel Mountain (located approximately 10 miles away) and Otay Mountain (located 
approximately 19 miles away). On the SDSU campus, the large, rectangular form and numerous 
square windows of the six-story Arts and Letters Building attracts attention, as does the clay-red 
and forest-green exterior color of Charles Hostler Hall and the tall, rectangular form of the Hardy 
Memorial Tower. From Viewpoint 3, campus buildings tend to display a tall, rectangular form; 
archways at ground level or higher levels; cool exterior colors of white, tan, or grey; and flat or 
low-angled, clay-colored roofs. Vegetation at the northern edge of campus is relatively dense and 
displays a consistent dark green-greyish color.  
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Representative viewer groups at Viewpoint 3 consist of motorists and pedestrians on Del Cerro 
Boulevard. In addition, Viewpoint 3 is representative of private views from residences lining the 
northern rim of the Mission Valley canyon system along Del Cerro Boulevard.  

Madra Avenue (Viewpoint 4) 

Viewpoint 4 is located on Madra Avenue, a winding, two-lane road that climbs prominent 
terrain in the Del Cerro neighborhood located approximately 1 mile northeast of the main 
SDSU campus. View orientation is to the southwest across roadside adjacent landscaping; 
single-family residences; a tall, thin wood pole supporting an electrical distribution circuit to 
Mission Valley, downtown San Diego, and the coast. While the details of clay- and wood-
tiled-roofed residences and juniper vegetation in the foreground are clearly visible, 
middleground and foreground elements tend to be difficult to comprehend; however, campus 
buildings routinely display tall, rectangular forms with white or tan exterior colors and flat or 
red-tiled roofs. Due to the elevated vantage point offered at Viewpoint 4, a large portion of the 
SDSU campus is visible (including prominent buildings on and near the proposed project site). 
As depicted in Figure 5b (see View 4), campus development can be seen but clear visibility to 
the project site and other features in the middleground is muted due to distance and the 
expansive nature of the scene. The atmospheric conditions captured in Figure 5b (View 4) also 
impair the visibility of the existing structures on the SDSU campus.  

Representative viewer groups at Viewpoint 4 include motorists and pedestrians on Madra 
Avenue; however, motorists on Madra Avenue have very limited visibility to the project site due 
to speed and distance. Viewpoint 4 is also representative of private views available from 
residences located atop prominent terrain in the community of Del Cerro.  

3.1.3.2 Private Views 

Private views of the proposed project site are available from residences located east of the main 
SDSU campus and off Falls View Road in the College Area and to the north and northeast across 
I-8 in the community of Del Cerro. Residences along Mill Peak Road, Adobe Falls Road, Arno 
Drive, and Del Cerro Boulevard are afforded views of the northern portion of the SDSU campus, 
including the existing Engineering Building. In general, views are available to private viewers 
located at a similar or greater elevation than the proposed project site. Existing private views 
available to these residences consist of institutional buildings, dense hillside vegetation, on-
campus landscaping and parking, transportation corridors, and adjacent land uses along the I-8 
corridor. Residents at a comparatively lower elevation than the proposed project site have 
somewhat limited views due to the presence of intervening institutional development, vegetation, 
and terrain.  
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3.1.3.3 On-Site SDSU Campus Views 

The proposed project site is located in the northeastern corner of the SDSU campus. On-site 
campus views to the project site are available from Aztec Circle Drive (Figure 5c, Views 5 and 
6, and Figure 5d, Views 7 through 9); the Geology, Mathematics, and Computer Science 
Building; the Physics Building; the Quonset Hut; and the Physical and Life Sciences buildings. 
Existing structures on the project site are partially screened from the view of motorists at Parking 
Lot A by terrain and a dense grove of tall pine and palm trees located west of the lot. Other 
academic buildings that have limited and partially obstructed views of the proposed project site 
include the Art North Building and Geography Annex. Because of the proposed project site’s 
location in the northeastern corner of campus, limited on-site views are available and generally 
extend to those structures/buildings located adjacent to the proposed project site perimeter.  

3.1.4 Light and Glare  

The proposed project area is located within an existing urban area that is exposed to night 
lighting. In addition to exterior lighting on existing campus development, outdoor lighting 
along walks and plazas, and lighting installed along campus roadways, I-8 and surface streets 
including College Avenue, Montezuma Drive, and Aztec Circle Drive provide additional light 
sources to the urban setting. Lighting types typically consist of high-pressure sodium fixtures 
in parking lots, fluorescent fixtures in buildings, and exterior and interior lighting at 
residences. In addition, lights from vehicles on local roadways are visible in evening, 
nighttime, and early morning environment.  

Sources of glare in the project area primarily consist of glass windows in campus and off-campus 
facilities and structures. The prevalent Mission Revival architectural style displayed by campus 
facilities typically incorporates cool-colored stucco façades, and newer buildings, such as the 
stone-like paneled exterior of Shiley Bioscience Center (located northwest adjacent to the 
existing Engineering Building), generally consist of non-reflective exterior surfaces and finishes.  

3.2 Regulatory Setting 

This section describes the applicable regulatory plans, policies, and ordinances for the 
proposed project.  

3.2.1 Federal 

There are no federal aesthetics or visual resource policies that would be applicable to the 
proposed project.  
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3.2.2 State 

State Scenic Highway Program  

Established in 1963 by the State Legislature and managed by Caltrans, the goal of the State 
Scenic Highway Program is to “preserve and enhance the natural beauty of California” by 
identifying those portions of the state highway system and adjacent scenic corridor that require 
special conservation treatment (Caltrans 2008). Highways included in the State Scenic Highway 
Program should “traverse an area of outstanding scenic quality, contain striking views, flora, 
geology, or other natural attributes” (Caltrans 2008). Caltrans designated both eligible and 
official state scenic highways. Eligible state scenic highways consist of state routes nominated 
for official designation by the local governing body with jurisdiction over the lands adjacent to 
the proposed scenic highway. In order for a route to be identified as an “eligible” state scenic 
highway, a visual assessment of the proposed corridor and a Scenic Highway Proposal must be 
completed by the local jurisdiction and Caltrans must determine that the route meets scenic 
highway criteria. Official State Scenic Highway designation requires preparation of a Corridor 
Protection Plan containing measures, ordinances, zoning, and/or planning policies applicable to 
the area of land within the scenic corridor; the Plan must be deemed acceptable by Caltrans.  

From its western terminus to SR-125, I-8 is an eligible state scenic highway (Caltrans 2014). In 
addition, SR-52 (eligible state scenic highway) and SR-125 from SR-94 to I-8 near La Mesa and 
SR-163 from the southern to the northern boundary of Balboa Park (officially designated state 
scenic highways) are located within 5 miles of the project site (Caltrans 2014).  

3.2.3 Local 

SDSU Lighting Policy 

SDSU’s lighting policy strives to achieve safety and security on all walkways and parking areas 
while also accentuating unique architectural qualities of campus facilities (SDSU Physical 
Master Plan, Phase I, pp. 157–160). SDSU’s lighting policy also voluntarily follows the adopted 
City ordinances for any outdoor lighting upgrades in attempts to reduce potential lighting 
impacts on astronomical research occurring at the Palomar and Mount Laguna observatories. 

The design concept for on-campus exterior lighting is to achieve consistency in the selection of 
light sources, light fixtures, poles, and materials as a means to improve the visual quality of an 
installation and reduce occurrences of cluttered and chaotic landscapes. General criteria 
applicable to all on-campus lighting includes use of high-pressure or metal halide fixtures where 
public safety or aesthetic issues are important, achieving the minimum light distribution 
requirements necessary to provide a safe nighttime environment and use of lighting (and varying 
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intensity levels of lighting) to help direct motorists and pedestrians to major entrances and 
parking lots (SDSU Physical Master Plan, Phase I, pp. 157–160).  

City of San Diego General Plan 

As a state agency, SDSU (California State University) is not subject to local land use and 
planning regulations, such as the City of San Diego General Plan, College Area Community 
Plan, or city municipal ordinances, although, to the extent feasible, consideration is given to 
these documents. 

The Conservation Element of the City’s General Plan (City of San Diego 2008a) contains 
policies that pertain to the natural landforms, including canyonlands that help make San Diego 
unique. Although SDSU is not subject to these policies, policies of the Conservation Element 
pertain to urban canyons and environmentally sensitive lands and are therefore relevant.  

Policy CE-B.1: Protect and conserve the landforms, canyon lands, and open spaces 
that: define the City’s urban form; provide public views/vistas, serve as 
core biological areas and wildlife linkages; are wetland habitats; 
provide buffers within and between communities or provide outdoor 
recreational opportunities. 

Policy CE-B.1(c): Protect urban canyons and other important community open spaces 
including those that have been designated in community plans for the 
many benefits they offer locally, and regionally as part of a collective 
citywide open space system.  

Policy CE-B.2(b): Limit grading and alterations of steep hillsides, cliffs, and shoreline to 
prevent increased erosion and landform impacts.  

The goal of the General Plan Urban Design Element is to “guide development toward a desired 
scale and character that is consistent with the social, economic and aesthetic values of the City of 
San Diego (City of San Diego 2008b). The term “urban design” encompasses the physical 
features present in the landscape that help characterize the image of a street, neighborhood or 
community and consists of both natural and man-made features. Canyons and mesas are 
identified in the Urban Design Element as natural features that contribute to San Diego 
distinctive character. Relevant policies of the Urban Design Element include: 

Policy UD-A.1:  Preserve and protect natural landforms and features.  
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Policy UD-A.3:  Design development sensitive to natural features in a sensitive manner to 
highlight and compliment the natural environment in areas designated  
for development.  

a.  Integrate development on hillside parcels with the natural environment to 
preserve and enhance views, and protect areas of unique topography.  

b.  Minimize grading to maintain the natural topography, while 
contouring any landform alterations to blend into the natural terrain.  

e. Utilize a clustered development pattern, single-story structures or 
single-story roof elements or roofs sloped toward the open space 
system or natural features, to ensure that the visibility of new 
development from natural features and open spaces are minimized.  

f. Provide increased setbacks from canyon rims or open space areas to 
ensure that the visibility of new development is minimized.   

g. Screen development adjacent to natural features as appropriate so that 
development does not appear visually intrusive, or interfere with the 
experience within the open space system. The provision of enhanced 
landscaping adjacent to natural features could be used to soften the 
appearance of or buffer development from the natural features.  

h. Use building and landscape materials that blend with and do not create 
visual or other conflicts with the natural environment in instances 
where new buildings abut natural areas. This guideline must be 
balanced with a need to clear natural vegetation for fire protection to 
ensure public safety in some areas. 

i. Ensure that the visibility of new development from natural features 
and open space areas is minimized to preserve the landforms and 
ridgelines that provide a natural backdrop to the open space systems. 
For example, development should not be visible from canyon trails at 
the point the trail is located nearest to proposed development. Lines-
of-sight from trails or the open space system could be used to 
determine compliance with this policy. 

j. Design and site buildings to permit visual and physical access to the 
natural features from the public right-of-way. 

k. Encourage location of entrances and windows in development adjacent 
to open space to overlook the natural features. 
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l. Protect views from public roadways and parklands to natural canyons, 
resource areas, and scenic vistas. 

Policy UD-A.5:  Design buildings that contribute to a positive neighborhood character and 
relate to neighborhood and community context. 

a. Relate architecture to San Diego’s unique climate and topography. 

b. Encourage designs that are sensitive to the scale, form, rhythm, 
proportions, and materials in proximity to commercial areas and residential 
neighborhoods that have a well-established, distinctive character. 

c. Provide architectural features that establish and define a building’s 
appeal and enhance the neighborhood character. 

e. Provide architectural interest to discourage the appearance of blank walls 
for development. This would include not only building walls, but fencing 
bordering the pedestrian network, where some form of architectural 
variation should be provided to add interest to the streetscape and enhance 
the pedestrian experience. For example, walls could protrude, recess, or 
change in color, height or texture to provide visual interest. 

f. Design building wall planes to have shadow relief, where pop-outs, 
offsetting planes, overhangs and recessed doorways are used to 
provide visual interest at the pedestrian level. 

g. Design rear elevations of buildings to be as well-detailed and visually 
interesting as the front elevation, if they will be visible from a public 
right-of-way or accessible public place or street.  

h. Acknowledge the positive aspects of nearby existing buildings by 
incorporating compatible features in new developments.  

k. Design roofs to be visually appealing when visible from public 
vantage points and public rights-of-way.  

Policy UD-A.8:  Landscape materials and design should enhance structures, create and 
define public and private spaces, and provide shade, aesthetic appeal, and 
environmental benefits. 

a. Maximize the planting of new trees, street trees and other plants for 
their shading, air quality, and livability benefits. 
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e. Landscape materials and design should complement and build upon 
the existing character of the neighborhood. 

f. Design landscape bordering the pedestrian network with new 
elements, such as a new plant form or material, at a scale and intervals 
appropriate to the site. This is not intended to discourage a uniform 
street tree or landscape theme, but to add interest to the streetscape and 
enhance the pedestrian experience. 

i. Demarcate public, semi-public/private, and private spaces clearly 
through the use of landscape, walls, fences, gates, pavement treatment, 
signs, and other methods to denote boundaries and/or buffers. 

l. Utilize landscape adjacent to natural features to soften the visual 
appearance of a development and provide a natural buffer between the 
development and open space areas. 

Policy UD-A.13:  Provide lighting from a variety of sources at appropriate intensities and 
qualities for safety. 

a. Provide pedestrian-scaled lighting for pedestrian circulation  
and visibility. 

b. Use effective lighting for vehicular traffic while not overwhelming the 
quality of pedestrian lighting. 

c. Use lighting to convey a sense of safety while minimizing glare  
and contrast. 

e. Focus lighting to eliminate spill-over so that lighting is directed, and 
only the intended use is illuminated. 

College Area Community Plan  

The College Area community is primarily a residential community but also encompasses the 
main SDSU campus on its northern edge. Although SDSU is not subject to it, the Community 
Plan contains eight elements, of which San Diego State University and Urban Design are 
particularly relevant to the proposed project and visual quality and community character. The 
proposed project site and adjacent Chapultepec Hall are located in the 55th Street Subarea 
Redevelopment Project Area. Per the 1989 College Area Community Plan, the development 
goal for the 55th Street Subarea was the establishment of a faculty, staff, and student housing 
area at medium to medium-high density (approximately 600 dwelling units) and complemented 
by some small-scale commercial services (approximately 5,000 square feet) (City of San Diego 
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1989). The maximum height for the intended development was specified as four stories (City 
of San Diego 1989).  

The Urban Design Element of the plan explains that the existing image of the community is 
partially defined by single-family homes in subdivision patterns reflective of the natural terrain. 
In addition, mature, well-maintained landscaping and native vegetation on hillsides and canyon 
bottoms is a prevailing characteristic of the community (City of San Diego 1989). Campus 
architecture is described as stucco Spanish colonial buildings intermixed with modern glass and 
steel structures. As for the future image of the community, the community plan recommends that 
transition of scale and landscaping and organization of land uses be implemented to achieve 
visual harmony between the university area and nearby neighborhoods.  

The Urban Design Element contains recommendations concerning hillside and slope 
development which, due to the location of the project site, are relevant to the proposed project. 
Relevant recommendations include the following: 

1. The community’s natural hillsides, canyons, and vegetation are important assets that 
should be protected in new development. Site plans should utilize existing topography 
and preserve existing vegetation and topographic features. 

2. Due to the high visibility of sloping sites, views of the slopes from surrounding 
neighborhoods and public rights-of-way should be given strong consideration. Buildings 
located near hillside rims should be sited to avoid a wall effect and to maintain views of 
hillsides and canyons from public rights-of-way. 

3. The treatment of rooftops should be varied on sloping sites, rather than consisting of 
extended horizontal lines. Rooflines should be used to emphasize the variety in shape and 
flowing character of the hillside instead of masking it. 

4. As has already been done in most existing neighborhoods of the community, housing 
should be designed to fit into the hillside, complementing the land’s natural character, 
rather than altering the hillside to fit the structure. Multi-level structures, pole or 
cantilever construction should be used rather than grading for flat building pads. 

5. Graded slopes should be shaped to conform to existing landforms. Building sites should 
be graded so that they appear to emerge from the slope. 

6. Existing vegetation should be preserved as much as possible. Areas that have been 
disturbed by construction should be revegetated with drought-tolerant plant materials. 
Non-invasive plants should be used in areas adjacent to native vegetation. Landscaping 
adjacent to natural canyons or open areas should be selected to be fire retardant while still 
being sensitive to impacts on native vegetation. 
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City of San Diego Municipal Code 

Although the project site is located on the main SDSU campus and is therefore subject to the 
land use authority of the California State University Board of Trustees and not the City of San 
Diego, the site is zoned Residential (RS-1-7 and RM-4-10) by the City (City of San Diego 2013). 
Regulations associated with scale and mass applicable to development in the RS-1-7 and 
RM-4-10 zones are identified in Table 3.  

Table 3 

City of San Diego Zoning Regulations 

Zone Definition 
Max. Structure 

Height (feet) 
Max. Floor Area 

Ratio 
Max. Permitted 

Density 

RS-1-7 Residential – Single Unit  
(min. 5,000 sf lots) 

24/30 0.60 1 

RM-4-10 Residential – Multiple Unit  
(max. density of 1 du/400 sf of lot area) 

— 3.60 400 sf/du 

Source:  City of San Diego Municipal Code Chapter 13: Zones, Article 1: Base Zones, Division 4: Residential Base Zones. 
Notes: sf = square foot (feet); du = dwelling unit.  

Colleges/universities are conditionally permitted uses in RS-1-7 zone.  
Student dormitories and colleges/universities are conditionally permitted uses in the RM-4-10 zone.  

As stated previously, the proposed project site is located adjacent to existing campus 
development and steep slopes. However, because the proposed project would not entail 
development or alteration of steep slopes located between the northeastern corner of the existing 
campus and Parking Lot A, the project site would not be considered to contain “Environmentally 
Sensitive Lands” by the City.  
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4 THRESHOLDS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The following significance criteria included in Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines (14 CCR 
15000 et seq.) assist in determining the significance of a visual resources impact. Impacts would 
result if the project would:  

1. Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista.  

2. Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited to, trees, rock 
outcroppings, and historic buildings within a state scenic highway.  

3. Substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of the site and its surroundings.  

4. Create a new source of substantial light or glare which would adversely affect day or 
nighttime views in the area. 
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5 IMPACT ANALYSIS 

Would the project have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?  

There are no designated scenic vistas in the immediate project area and the SDSU campus is 
located within an existing developed community that is not known or noted for scenic vistas. 
(See Figures 5, and 5a through 5d.) As stated in Section 3, Existing Conditions, publicly 
accessible scenic vistas in the surrounding area where views of the project site are available are 
limited and consist primarily of prominent terrain (i.e., Cowles Mountain and Pyles Peak) 
located approximately 3.75 and 4 miles northeast, respectively, of the project site in Mission 
Trails Regional Park. The summits of these mountains are accessible by hiking trails and access 
roads in the regional park and provide broad panoramic views of Mission Valley, downtown San 
Diego, southern San Diego County, and Tijuana. Although distant and made from an elevated 
vantage point, views of the SDSU campus are available from Cowles Mountain and Pyles Peak. 
Therefore, potential construction and operational impacts to existing views from these scenic 
vistas are analyzed in the following paragraphs.  

Demolition of the Engineering Lab and Industrial Technology buildings and construction of the 
new Engineering and Interdisciplinary Sciences Building would not entail the introduction of 
elements capable of blocking or interrupting the available broad, panoramic views from Cowles 
Mountain and Pyles Peak. From these peaks, the project site is obscured by distance and is 
difficult to detect due to the expansive nature of the views. In addition, because construction 
vehicles and workers and building frames would be backscreened by existing campus 
development, construction activities would not be visually prominent from the elevated vantage 
points offered to recreationists at Cowles Mountain and Pyles Peak. Therefore, the project would 
result in a less than significant impact to scenic vistas during construction. 

Given the expansive, panoramic nature of views available from Cowles Mountain and Pyles 
Peak, the introduction of the proposed 95,000-gross-square-foot (GSF), four-story above grade 
Engineering and Interdisciplinary Sciences Building on a developed site at the northeastern 
corner of the main SDSU campus would not display spatial or scalar dominance that would 
substantially affect existing views. The new building would be located at the site of the existing 
Engineering Lab and Industrial Technology buildings and would be adjacent to existing campus 
buildings displaying similar (or greater) mass and scale. As such, the new structure would not 
attract attention and would not be visually prominent. Similar to existing campus buildings, the 
new Engineering Building would be backscreened by existing campus development and 
vegetation, which would further mute the resulting effects such that visual change would not be 
overly apparent from elevated vantage points. Lastly, from Cowles Mountain and Pyles Peak, the 
Engineering and Interdisciplinary Sciences Building would be located at a background viewing 
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distance (i.e., more than 3 miles away) and at a lower elevation than trail and summit viewing 
locations. As a result, the new building would not be capable of blocking, screening, or impeding 
the availability of existing long, expansive views from Cowles Mountain and Pyles Peak. The 
new four-story Engineering and Interdisciplinary Sciences Building would not display spatial or 
scalar dominance in the broad, horizontal landscape visible from identified scenic vistas. 
Furthermore, the new structure would not block, screen, or impede the availability of expansive, 
panoramic views from popular trails and summits in Mission Trails Regional Park; as such, the 
project would result in a less than significant impact to scenic vistas during operations. 

Would the project substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited to trees, 

rock outcroppings, and historic buildings within a state scenic highway?  

The proposed project site is not within the viewshed of a designated state scenic highway. 
Furthermore, there are no scenic resource trees, rock outcroppings, or historic buildings within a 
state scenic highway that would be impacted due to the project implementation. The project 
entails the demolition of existing campus buildings and construction of a new Engineering and 
Interdisciplinary Sciences Building at the same location. The project would have no impact on 
scenic resources within the project area. 

Although I-8 is not a designated scenic highway, it has been designated as an eligible state scenic 
highway by Caltrans. Moreover, the proposed project site is visible from I-8 and could affect 
existing views from I-8, which would potentially affect the opportunity for the interstate to 
receive official state scenic designation. Obstructed views of the proposed project site (primarily 
the east and north elevations of the Engineering Building) are available from the westbound I-8 
travel lanes along an approximately 0.5-mile-long viewing window near the College Avenue off-
ramp. From the eastbound I-8 travel lanes, the proposed project site would be entirely obscured 
by descending (and densely vegetated) terrain located south of the interstate and by the existing 
Quonset Hut on the SDSU campus. Although I-8 is an eligible state scenic highway, a Corridor 
Protection Plan regulating or conditioning land uses in the interstate viewshed has not yet been 
prepared or adopted by the City (or County) of San Diego. In addition, the new Engineering and 
Interdisciplinary Sciences Building would be sited where existing campus development occurs 
and would be located adjacent to campus buildings displaying similar visual character, scale, and 
mass. Implementation of a consistent visual theme and compatibility in building scale and mass 
would minimize the potential for the new Engineering and Interdisciplinary Sciences Building to 
result in significant visual effects. As such, the project would not substantially affect existing 
views of the SDSU campus available from the westbound travel lanes of I-8 and would not affect 
the potential future state scenic highway designation of I-8.  
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Lastly, due to intervening terrain, vegetation, and existing development, views of the project site 
are not available to motorists on officially designated state scenic highways in the area, including 
SR-52, SR-125, and SR-163.Therefore, no impact to these scenic highways would occur as result 
of project implementation.  

Would the project substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of the site and 

its surroundings?  

Construction-related impacts would cause a temporary visual change by removing and altering 
existing campus buildings that contribute to the campus visual environment. Examples of visual 
changes include the demolition of the existing Engineering Lab and Industrial Technology 
buildings and the presence of construction equipment, materials, signs, and staging areas. 

Construction-related activities would be briefly visible from public roads including I-8, 
College Avenue, Mill Peak Road, Del Cerro Boulevard, and Madra Avenue. In addition, views 
of construction-related activities would be afforded to receptors at private residences. Views of 
graded surfaces would generally be limited to on-campus viewers but construction materials, 
equipment, and truck traffic would be visible from off-campus roads and private residences. 
Soil would be stockpiled and equipment for grading activities would be staged at various 
locations. Regarding visual character, on-campus views would be the most affected and could 
entail implementation of detoured routes to classes, and temporary classrooms, during the 
construction phase. Building frames and tall equipment such as cranes may be visible from off-
site locations; however, these features would be partially screened by existing campus 
buildings and landscaping and tall equipment would be located on site for a limited duration. 
Because visual impacts associated with construction activities would be temporary and short-
term, and would not be present following the completion of the project, impacts would be less 
than significant and no mitigation is required. 

General Visual Character  

Development of the proposed project would result in a change in the visual appearance of the 
project site. As stated previously, the project site encompasses the Engineering Lab and 
Industrial Technology buildings, the existing Engineering Building, the Quonset Hut, and the 
CAM Labs. Unlike the majority of surrounding academic buildings, the existing buildings on the 
project site lack the Mission and Spanish Colonial architectural style and instead display themes 
and elements of a Modern style. As a result, there is a lack of intactness and unity between the 
existing structures on the project site and surrounding campus development. The project includes 
the demolition of the existing Industrial Technology and Engineering Lab buildings and 
construction of a new four-story above-grade Engineering and Interdisciplinary Sciences 
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Building. Once construction of the new Engineering and Interdisciplinary Sciences Building is 
completed, the existing Quonset Hut and the CAM Labs would be demolished. Demolition of 
these structures would ultimately enhance the overall visual character of the northeastern portion 
of the SDSU campus through a relatively unified display of consistent and compatible 
architectural themes and character in campus buildings. The project design also includes 
modifications to the existing Engineering Building to create a connection to the new Engineering 
and Interdisciplinary Sciences Building, connecting pathways, and a landscaped courtyard area. 
Although the new Engineering and Interdisciplinary Sciences Building would be constructed in 
an architectural style distinct from that of the Modern style displayed by the Engineering 
Building, the new connection would exhibit a rectangular form and a color –colored and smooth 
façade that would be compatible with the south elevation of the Engineering Building. Also, 
while a complete redesign of the Engineering Building is not proposed, planned modifications to 
the south elevation of the structure and design elements displayed by the new connection would 
attempt to visually integrate two architectural styles and create a highly connected and functional 
environment for the STEM disciplines. Furthermore, at four stories and approximately 95,000 
GSF, the new Engineering and Interdisciplinary Sciences Building would display a scale and 
mass consistent with that of existing development near the site, including the five-story Chemical 
Sciences Laboratory; the five-story Geology, Mathematics, and Computer Science Building; the 
five-story Shiley Bioscience Center; the four-story Engineering Building; and the four-story Life 
Sciences buildings. Therefore, the proposed project would not substantially degrade the existing 
visual character or quality of the project site and its surroundings; impacts would be less than 
significant and no mitigation is required.  

Architectural Style 

The proposed project would use elements of the Mission Revival architectural style currently 
present in the central campus core and displayed by the majority of existing campus 
development. Interior and exterior design themes would strengthen and unify the existing visual 
character at the project site for all viewers, and design features would enhance the long-term 
student experience. In addition to a consistent architectural style and theme expressed by exterior 
design elements and style, the proposed project would provide strong pedestrian connections to 
new uses and spaces through the continuation of existing pathways and creation of a new entry 
plaza and gateway entrance to the Engineering and Interdisciplinary Sciences Building. The 
proposed project would also entail redesigning the existing courtyard between the Engineering 
Lab Building and the Engineering Building to address overcrowding. Although the proposed 
project would represent a significant architectural change compared to the existing conditions, 
this change would be positive. Therefore, the proposed project would not substantially degrade 
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the existing visual character or quality of the project site and its surroundings; impacts would be 
less than significant and no mitigation is required.  

Public Views 

Figures 5b and 5c provide existing representative views available for mobile viewers in the 
project area. Figures 6a and 6b, Architectural Renderings, provide renderings of the proposed 
project design to demonstrate the visual appearance of the project upon completion. Figure 7, 
Mobile Viewer Travelling South along College Avenue – Visual Simulation, provides an 
existing photo of the project site and a visual simulation of the proposed project for mobile 
viewers on College Avenue near the I-8 crossing. Project impacts to existing visual character 
from public views are summarized below.  

Mobile Viewers (Roadways) 

Views of the project site are available from the following public roadways: College Avenue, Del 
Cerro Boulevard, Mill Peak Road, and Madra Avenue. Views of the project may also extend to 
other roads in the project viewshed; however, the roads identified above are representative of the 
various distances, viewing angles, and viewing conditions from off-site locations in the local 
area to the project site. The following discussion identifies the visual changes that would occur 
for mobile viewers along these roadways. 

College Avenue (Viewpoint 1) 

College Avenue is a four-lane roadway with a north–south orientation. Starting northeast of the 
project site, just north of the I-8/College Avenue overpass, the proposed project would be visible 
to southbound travelers (Figures 5, 5a and 7, Existing View). As shown on Figure 7 , in addition 
to tall pine trees on the steep slope located southwest of Parking Lot A and along Aztec Circle 
Drive near the existing Geology, Mathematics, and Computer Science Building, existing campus 
development would shield a large percentage of the structure from mobile viewers, resulting in 
mostly obstructed views of the proposed building. The vertical scale and wide, rectangular form 
of the five-story Geology, Mathematics, and Computer Science Building and the four-story 
Engineering Building would screen the majority of the east- and north-facing elevations of the 
new building, and as shown on Figure 7, only portions of the east-elevation exterior and the 
structures’ roof would be visible. Similar to existing campus development in the area, including 
the Geology, Mathematics, and Computer Science Building and the Chemical Science 
Laboratory, the east-facing project façades would include rectangular window elements, cool-
colored exteriors, and pitched, clay-colored rooflines. Continuity in architectural elements would 
be apparent between the new Engineering and Interdisciplinary Sciences Building and the 
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existing Geology, Mathematics, and Computer Science Building and Chemical Science 
Laboratory, and the Engineering and Interdisciplinary Sciences Building would display an 
exterior color consistent with that of the existing Engineering Building. Although the proposed 
building would be constructed at a height greater than that of the existing Engineering Lab and 
Industrial Technology buildings, the scale of the four-story structure would be compatible with 
adjacent campus development in the immediate area. Therefore, the proposed project would not 
substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of the project site and its 
surroundings; as a result, impacts would be less than significant and no mitigation is required. 

Mill Peak Road (Viewpoint 2) 

Mill Peak Road is a two-lane roadway with a north–south orientation. The majority of the project 
site is obscured from the view of motorists and pedestrians at Viewpoint 2 due to the presence of 
existing campus development and landscaping (see Figure 5a). The two- to three-story Facilities 
Services buildings south of I-8 at the canyon rim, the four-story Engineering Building, and tall, 
mature trees installed along Aztec Circle Drive entirely block the CAM Labs, Quonset Hut, and 
Engineering Lab Building and block all but a section of the Industrial Technology Building roof 
from view. As such, demolition of the Engineering Lab and Industrial Technology buildings would 
not be overly apparent from this vantage point. Tall construction equipment such as cranes may be 
intermittently visible above the rooflines of existing campus development; however, construction 
activities would be temporary and short-term and would not continue following project 
completion. As the terrain on the mesa top gradually rises from north to south, the roof of the new 
four-story Engineering and Interdisciplinary Sciences Building may be visible from Viewpoint 2. 
This new feature would rise above the flat roofline of the Engineering Building and display a 
similar form and color to the roofs of the existing Geology, Mathematics, and Computer Science 
and Chemical Science Laboratory buildings located to the east. Further, the new four-story 
building would be compatible with existing two- to five-story campus development in the 
immediate area and would exhibit elements of the Mission Revival architectural style prevalent in 
the majority of buildings on the main SDSU campus. Due to the presence of the two- to three-story 
Facilities Services buildings located at the northwest campus perimeter and north of the CAM Labs 
and Quonset Hut, demolition of the CAM Labs and Quonset Hut would not be visible and would 
not affect the existing visual character or quality of the site as viewed from Viewpoint 2. 
Therefore, the proposed project would not substantially degrade the existing visual character or 
quality of the project site and its surroundings. Impacts would be less than significant and no 
mitigation is required. 
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Del Cerro Boulevard (Viewpoint 3) 

Del Cerro Boulevard is a two-lane roadway with an east–west orientation. From Viewpoint 3, 
the proposed project site is obscured from view by existing campus development (i.e., the four-
story Life Sciences North Building and the five-story Shiley Bioscience Center) and a small 
grove of tall eucalyptus trees located east of the Art North Building (see Figure 5b). Due to the 
screening effect of these existing structures, demolition and construction activities on the 
project site would not be visible. Portions of the roof of the new four-story Engineering and 
Interdisciplinary Sciences Building may be visible from Viewpoint 3; however, because the 
roof would display a similar form, color, and architectural style to the roof of the Shiley 
Bioscience Center and the Chemical Science Laboratory Building (both currently visible from 
Viewpoint 3), the potential for visual contrast would be minimized. Visible features of the 
Engineering and Interdisciplinary Sciences Building would display a similar visual character 
and architectural style to existing campus development in the northwestern corner of the main 
SDSU campus. Therefore, the proposed project would not substantially degrade the existing 
visual character or quality of the project site and its surroundings. Impacts would be less than 
significant and no mitigation is required. 

Madra Avenue (Viewpoint 4) 

Madra Avenue is a two-lane roadway with a winding but generally north–south orientation.  
Although located at a middleground viewing distance and at a lower elevation, views to the 
project site are available from Viewpoint 4. From the elevated vantage point of Madra Avenue, 
campus development appears as a clumped mass of large, rectangular, and vertical forms 
displaying light-colored exteriors and some red-tiled roofs. With the exception of the 11-story 
Chapultepec Hall and Hardy Tower, existing campus development exhibits a similar scale and 
mass when viewed from Viewpoint 4 (see Figure 5b). Due to distance and the relatively low 
vertical scale of the Engineering Lab and Industrial Technology buildings, the visual effects of 
construction activities at the proposed project site would be muted. The Engineering Lab and 
Industrial Technology buildings are partially screened from view by existing campus 
landscaping; therefore, demolition activities would not be overly apparent. Building frames 
associated with the new four-story Engineering and Interdisciplinary Sciences Building may be 
visible from Viewpoint 4; however, the new structure would be backscreened by existing campus 
development and landscaping and would not be skylined. In addition, the new building would be 
surrounded by existing campus development displaying similar scale, mass, and architectural 
style. Therefore, the proposed project would not substantially degrade the existing visual 
character or quality of the project site and its surroundings; impacts would be less than 
significant and no mitigation is required. 
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Private Views 

Views of the proposed project would be available from residences in the Del Cerro 
neighborhood across I-8, which would be afforded unobstructed southerly views towards the 
northeastern corner of the main SDSU campus. Because the new four-story Engineering and 
Interdisciplinary Sciences Building would be located on a developed site adjacent to existing 
campus development displaying similar vertical scale, horizontal and rectangular mass, and 
elements of the Mission Revival architectural style, the development would not substantially 
degrade the existing visual character or quality of the project site and its surroundings. 
Therefore, impacts to the existing visual character and quality of the site and its surroundings 
as viewed from private viewing locations would be less than significant.  

Campus Views 

Views of the project site are available for campus viewers located within the northeastern corner 
of campus near the project site and, more specifically, along Aztec Circle Drive (see Figure 5c). 
Upon implementation of the proposed project, views would change from those of the one- and 
two-story Engineering Lab and Industrial Technology buildings, paved parking areas and 
landscaping, to views of the new four-story Engineering and Interdisciplinary Sciences Building, 
which would physically connect to the existing four-story Engineering Building and would also 
include landscaped courtyards and a plaza. Upon completion of the Engineering and 
Interdisciplinary Sciences Building, the pre-fabricated Quonset Hut and the rectangular, white-
plaster-wall exterior CAM Labs would be demolished. Although the proposed project would 
include demolition of existing structures and construction of a new building, the new 
Engineering and Interdisciplinary Sciences Building would display a similar height and mass to 
existing buildings in the surrounding campus landscape. Furthermore, the proposed project 
would enhance the visual character and unity of the site through the display of consistent scale, 
architectural elements, and style. Therefore, because the proposed project would not substantially 
degrade the existing visual character or quality of the project site and its surroundings, impacts 
would be less than significant and no mitigation is required. 

Would the project create a new source of substantial light or glare which would adversely 

affect day or nighttime views in the area?  

Lighting 

Temporary, short-term lighting impacts associated with construction activities would be limited 
to nighttime lighting necessary for security purposes. Residential uses are located to the north of 
the project site in the community of Del Cerro and mobile viewers on College Avenue and I-8 
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are located relatively close to the proposed project site. Views to the project site from off-site 
locations would be partially screened by existing campus development and landscaping. 
Additionally, the SDSU campus is located in an urbanized setting, and in the absence of 
shielding of lighting fixtures, construction lighting could affect existing nighttime views in the 
project area and/or generate glare. Therefore, lighting effects to residences or mobile viewers 
resulting from construction activities could occur. These impacts would be considered 
significant; therefore, mitigation is provided (see mitigation measure AES-1 in Section 6, 
Mitigation Measures). 

The project would be located within the urbanized College Area community. Existing night 
lighting sources in the area include residential (primarily single-family residential, but also 
multi-family and student housing), institutional uses (SDSU campus), motor vehicle lighting, 
interstate lighting, and streetlights. In addition to the introduction of new interior and 
exterior lighting fixtures associated with the new Engineering and Interdisciplinary Sciences 
Building, new lighting fixtures and elements would be provided for the proposed plaza and 
courtyard areas.  

The proposed project would use illumination levels that would conform to the latest edition 
of the Illuminating Engineering Society guidelines. Lighting would include an appropriate 
amount and intensity associated with each area use. With the exception of necessary security 
lighting, illumination of project structures and outdoor spaces would be limited. In addition, 
lighting controls would be implemented and designed to meet current Title 24 requirements 
with a distributed digital lighting control system that would incorporate interior dimming and 
occupancy controls in classrooms, offices, restrooms, and corridors and would include 
photocells and time clock controls for exterior fixtures. Dimming and occupancy sensors 
would be required if fixtures are mounted lower than 24 feet and support a lamp of more than 
75 watts. However, given the relatively large footprint and increased scale of the new 
building compared to the existing Engineering Lab and Industrial Technology buildings and 
because nighttime illumination of proposed public spaces is anticipated, the amount of 
lighting at the project site would increase compared to the existing condition. These impacts 
would be considered significant; therefore, mitigation is provided (see mitigation measure 
AES-2 in Section 6).  

Glare  

The Mission Revival architectural style proposed for the new Engineering and Interdisciplinary 
Sciences Building would incorporate cool-colored stucco façades, clay tile roofs, and punched 
windows. The Mission Revival architectural style generally consists of non-reflective exterior 
surfaces and finishes and is not known for incorporating large expanses of glass or metal 
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exteriors. Additionally, the proposed project would be required to demonstrate compliance with 
SDSU’s Physical Master Plan to ensure structures would not contain large expanses of reflective 
glass or reflective metal surfaces that would cause undue glare to passing mobile viewers and/or 
present a visual hazard to adjacent land uses during construction or permanently. With 
considerations of architectural building materials and implementation of associated regulations, 
impacts related to glare would be less than significant.  
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6 MITIGATION MEASURES 

The proposed project would not have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista, would not 
substantially damage scenic resources, and would not substantially degrade the existing visual 
character or quality of the site and its surroundings. Construction and operational impacts of the 
proposed project relative to on-site lighting were determined to be potentially significant; 
therefore, the following mitigation measures are proposed:  

AES-1 During construction activities, San Diego State University shall ensure that 
temporary construction-related security lighting is arranged so that direct rays will 
not shine on or produce glare for adjacent street traffic and residential uses. 

AES-2  In order to minimize impacts from lighting, San Diego State University shall 
ensure that all light fixtures are shielded and directed away from sensitive 
viewers. Motion-sensor lights affixed with bi-level controls shall be used in order 
to reduce the amount of constant light, especially during the late evening/early 
morning hours, and times in which facilities are not occupied. Lighting fixtures 
shall be designed and implemented to provide illumination appropriate for the 
level of activity. Project lighting shall also be consistent with the lighting policies 
contained in San Diego State University’s Physical Master Plan. 
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7 CUMULATIVE ANALYSIS 

The effects of the proposed project, when considered with other projects in the region, would not 
result in cumulative impacts to existing views from scenic vistas and highways, the existing 
visual character and quality of the SDSU main campus and surrounding College Area 
community, and daytime and nighttime views from the introduction of new sources of lighting 
and glare on campus. Due to the screening effect of existing campus development and 
landscaping, views to the project site are limited and are generally made in passing by motorists 
on local area roadways, including but not limited to College Avenue and I-8. Where views of the 
project are available, elements of the new Engineering and Interdisciplinary Sciences Building 
would display a similar architectural style to existing buildings located in the surrounding area. 
In addition, implementation of the project would entail the demolition of existing structures 
designed in a Modernist style and construction of a new building displaying elements of the 
Mission Revival architectural style prevalent in structures located in the campus core. When 
combined with the proposed project, other planned or proposed projects occurring both on and 
off campus in the general vicinity of the proposed project would contribute to the changing 
visual character of the area. However, implementation of the proposed project and construction 
of the new Engineering and Interdisciplinary Sciences Building would strengthen the visual 
character of the northeastern corner of the SDSU campus by replicating the scale, mass, and 
architectural style of buildings in the immediate vicinity. The proposed project would essentially 
be an extension of the surrounding visual pattern of three- to five-story structures displaying cool 
exterior colors, rectangular windows and archways, and some pitched red-tiled roofs. 
Furthermore, the proposed project would provide new connections and outdoor gathering spaces 
that would activate currently underused areas. Therefore, because the proposed project would 
positively alter the visual experience of the project site and enhance the intactness and unity of 
the visual landscape, cumulative impacts would be less than significant. 

The proposed project would result in demolition of existing uses and construction of a new four-
story structure. In addition to the proposed project, all proposed and planned development located 
on the SDSU campus will be reviewed for compliance with the lighting and glare policies 
contained in SDSU’s Physical Master Plan (SDSU Physical Master Plan, Phase I, pp. 157–160) to 
ensure compatibility with the existing campus environment and surrounding community. New 
lighting fixtures will be required to demonstrate compliance with SDSU’s Physical Master Plan 
requirements regarding shielding and focusing lighting away from motorists on local roads and 
residences in the surrounding area. Compliance with existing standards and regulations would 
effectively eliminate the potential for cumulative lighting and glare impacts. Therefore, because the 
project site and surrounding SDSU campus are located in an urban environment, and because the 
proposed project and other development on the SDSU campus would be required to comply with 
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existing lighting regulations, there would be no significant cumulative impacts associated with the 
introduction of new sources of substantial light or glare that would adversely affect daytime or 
nighttime views in the area.  
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8 LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE AFTER MITIGATION 

With implementation of mitigation measures AES-1 and AES-2, impacts associated with 
construction and operational lighting would be reduced to a less than significant level.  
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Regional Map
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Vicinity Map
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Figure 5a

Existing Site Views

SDSU Engineering and Interdisciplinary 
Sciences Building Project

Z
:\
P

ro
je

ct
s\

J8
6
9
4
0
1
\M

A
P

D
O

C
S

\M
A

S
P

\A
e
st

h
e
tic

s

Source: DUDEK 2015 

View 1 – View of Project Site for motorists traveling southbound on College Avenue View 2: View of the Project Site for motorists from the southern terminus of Mill Peak Road
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Figure 5b

Existing Site Views

SDSU Engineering and Interdisciplinary 
Sciences Building Project
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BUILDING 4 - UNDERGROUND PARKING OPTION A

NOT TO SCALE

View 3 – View of Project Site for motorists and pedestrians travelling eastbound on Del Cerro Boulevard View 4 – View of the Project Site for motorists and pedestrians travelling south on Madra Avenue
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Figure 5c

Existing Site Views

SDSU Engineering and Interdisciplinary 
Sciences Building Project
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View 6 – View of Engineering Labs From Aztec Circle DriveView 5 – View of Industrial Technology Building From Aztec Circle Drive
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Figure 5d

Existing Site Views

SDSU Engineering and Interdisciplinary 
Sciences Building Project
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View 7 – View of Engineering Building from Aztec Circle Drive View 8 – View of CAM Labs from Aztec Circle Drive

View 9 – View of Facilities Services Quonset Huts from Aztec Circle Drive
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SDSU Engineering and Interdisciplinary 
Sciences Building Project Architectural Renderings

Figure 6a
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SDSU Engineering and Interdisciplinary 
Sciences Building Project Architectural Renderings

Figure 6b
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Figure 7

Mobile Viewer Traveling South Along College Avenue – Visual Simulation

SDSU Engineering and Interdisciplinary 
Sciences Building Project
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