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Objectives

● Examine how the Undocumented Student Working Group 

has worked to create change at Cal Poly SLO

● Identify professional development opportunities for 

undocumented students while in school

● Explore career and employment options post-graduation



Undocumented Student Working Group 

● Formed October 2015 

● Comprised of faculty, staff, administrators, and students dedicated 

to identifying and alleviating barriers faced by undocumented 

students at Cal Poly

● Facilitate a 5-hour UndocuAlly Training Series open to campus and 

community partners



Model for Creating Change
1. In individual knowledge & interactions

2. In our offices, programs, departments, and/or 

organizations

3. University-wide | Advocating for 

Institutional-level Support







Factors that Influence Decision for College-bound Undocumented 
Students



Case Studies
In small groups, discuss and then 

present some of the following topics 

or scenarios to the large group, asking 

the question, “How would a 

supporter handle this situation?”



Opportunities for 
Undocumented 

Students
 During Undergrad

http://careerservices.calpoly.edu/explore-services/resource-toolkit/diversity-resources



One Student’s Travel Abroad Story:
“Going to Mexico was a dream, It was something I never thought I would have been able to do 

before I turned 30 and to be honest that probably would have been the case if it hadn't been for 

DACA, AP and everyone at Cal Poly who helped me out. It is hard to explain all the emotions I went 

through during my time there, but in large part (at the risk of sounding cliche) I can say I found part 

of myself, it was like coming home. For the first time in my life I felt free, I lived without the shadow 

of being undocumented looming over me, it was exhilarating. I loved most of what I saw around me: 

the culture, the way of life, the food (Oh! How I loved the food), and the people there, but then I 

realized I missed "home", that while Mexico felt like home the US was also home. That no matter 

how complicated life here in the US can feel I will always want to return because it is the country I 

grew up and learned to love. So, all I can really say about my Mexico experience is that it was bitter 

sweet in the best way possible. That I am incredibly grateful for the opportunity life gave me to go 

there and that during my time there I was able to have some of the best experiences in my life that I 

will remember for the years to come.” -Anonymous Cal Poly student



Alternatives to Study Abroad
● National Student Exchange allows 

undocumented students a similar experience 

provided by study abroad, but within the U.S., 

Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands.  

● American University's Washington 

Semester Program

● Lutheran College Washington 

Semester

● South Carolina Washington 

Semester Internship Program

● GWU Semester in Washington 

Politics.

● Marine Biological Laboratory's 

Semester in Environmental Science

● Hamilton College Adirondak 

Program

● National Musical Theatre Institute 

Semester

● Boston University's Los Angeles 

and Washington DC semester 

programs

http://www.nse.org/exchange/policy.asp
http://www.american.edu/spexs/washingtonsemester/
http://www.american.edu/spexs/washingtonsemester/
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http://schc.sc.edu/academics/internships/washington-semester
http://schc.sc.edu/academics/internships/washington-semester
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http://schc.sc.edu/academics/internships/washington-semester
https://semesterinwashington.gwu.edu/
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https://semesterinwashington.gwu.edu/
http://www.mbl.edu/ses/
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https://www.hamilton.edu/academics/offcampusstudy/adk
http://nationaltheaterinstitute.org/programs/nmti_semester/
http://nationaltheaterinstitute.org/programs/nmti_semester/
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http://www.bu.edu/abroad/find/?location=244,547
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Alternatives to Study Abroad 
(cont)
● Alternative Breaks provides direct 

service opportunities where 

students can plan their own 

week-long community engagement 

project across the country

● Massive Open Online Courses 

allows students access to over 1000 

free courses from universities such 

as Harvard, Stanford, Berkeley, and 

more.

http://blog.commarts.wisc.edu/2013/03/11/mooc/

http://alternativebreaks.org/
http://www.mooc.ca/


On-campus Professional and 
Academic Opportunities
● Internships, independent studies, and 

co-op classes for course credit in lieu of a 

stipend or employment

● EPIC Summer Camp “Late Spring” 

scholarship for undocumented student 

participation as camp counselor  



Employment 
and Career 
Opportunities 
After Cal Poly



Graduate and 
Professional 
School Pathways 
for Undocumented 
Students

● Fee waivers for exams & applications

● AB 540 applies to CSU & UC graduate programs 

○ In-state tuition

● CA Dream Act (AB 130 & 131)

○ AB 540 graduate students are eligible for 

non-federal financial aid (grants, scholarships, 

loans, etc.)

● Opportunities to apply for External Funding that does 

not require citizenship or permanent resident status 

https://mydocumentedlife.org/undocugrads-national-network/

Scholarships:

United We Dream

My (Un)Documented Life 

http://unitedwedream.org/blog/scholarships-open-undocumented-students/
http://unitedwedream.org/blog/scholarships-open-undocumented-students/
https://mydocumentedlife.org/category/grad-school-scholarships/
https://mydocumentedlife.org/category/grad-school-scholarships/
https://mydocumentedlife.org/category/grad-school-scholarships/


https://grad.uw.edu/diversity/go-map/undocumented-graduate-students/ 

https://grad.uw.edu/diversity/go-map/undocumented-graduate-students/
https://grad.uw.edu/diversity/go-map/undocumented-graduate-students/


My (un)Documented Life

https://mydocumentedlife.org/2016/07/27/https://mydocumentedlife.

org/2015/11/25/undocumented-and-applying-to-graduate-school-che

ck-out-this-webinar//

“If you are undocumented and applying to graduate 

school, it is important that you connect with 

undocumented graduate students...they helped me 

figure out how to pay for graduate school applications, 

how to approach grad programs about financial aid 

options for undocumented students, how to disclose 

my status in my application, and more...Equally 

important to your journey is to find a mentor.  With 

these two pieces of advice in mind, I would also 

encourage you to not be afraid to ask for help...I 

realized that being undocumented comes with many 

challenges, but I was not alone and there were people 

willing to help me.”

-Carolina Valdivia, My unDocumented Life Founder

https://mydocumentedlife.org/2016/07/27/tips-for-applying-to-gra

d-school-as-an-undocumented-student/



SB 1159: Professional Licensure 
Accountant

Architect

Audiologist

Auditor

Certified Public Accountant

Computer Repair

Counselor

Court Reporter

Doctor

Electrical

Exterminator

Geologist

Geophysicist

Nurse

Occupational Therapist

School (private 

postsecondary)

Veterinarian

….

● Senate Bill 1159, signed into law by Governor Brown in 

September of 2014, allows individual applicants for 

professional licenses to use an Individual Tax Identification 

Number (ITIN) in their process to seek licensure. 

● The bill also prohibits, except as specified, any entity within 

the department of consumer affairs from denying licensure to 

an applicant based on his or her citizenship status or 

immigration status.

http://www.dca.ca.gov/about_dca/entities.shtml
http://www.dca.ca.gov/about_dca/entities.shtml


Independent Contractor 
and Sole Proprietor 

Independent Contractor: 

Self-employed person who produces 

a specific type of work in a 

determined amount of time. Usually 

uses their own name to do business.

Sole Proprietor:                              

Owned and run by one individual – 

no legal distinction between the 

owner and the business. May use a 

trade name or business name (DBA)

Requirements:

● Not required to discuss 

immigration status with any client

● Individual Tax Identification 

Number (ITIN)

● Receives profits and held liable for 

all losses and debts

● Must pay self-employment and 

income tax

● Approximately $45 startup fees

http://www.ebmlawgroup.com/independent-contractors

-which-workers-do-we-analyze/



Limited Liability Company (LLC)
An LLC is...

● An unincorporated business 

organization whose members are 

not responsible for the debts of 

the company. 

● Comprised of members who are 

both workers and owners of the 

business. Perpetual life span.

Requirements:

● Must establish an agreement on 

how the business will be managed, 

by who, how membership will be 

granted and revoked, etc.

● Objective is to create and 

maintain sustainable jobs and 

generate wealth for the members.



Independent Contractor
Kayla, a Software Engineering student, did a her senior project in partnership 

with Megabyte Inc. Through her project, she was able to create a strong 

relationship with her supervisor at Megabyte. 

Upon graduation, her supervisor approaches her about a full-time position 

recently posted. Kayla, not wanting to disclose her status, negotiates with her 

supervisor, suggesting that Megabyte hire her on an as-needed basis to complete 

a one-time projects to create a certain products. This arrangement allows Kayla 

to manage her own schedule and pursue other Software Engineering projects in 

the meantime.  

Kayla and Megabyte sign a written contract, which provides that Kayla is 

considered to be an independent contractor, is required to pay Federal and state 

taxes, and receives no benefits (such as health insurance, vacation pay, or sick 

pay) from Megabyte.



Sole Proprietorship

Alex is a recent Business Administration major, with a focus in Finance & Accounting. 

While he was a student, he offered free services to local small businesses and low-income 

families to gain a wide variety of skills. He has also received an Accounting professional 

license through SB 1159. 

As graduation approaches, Alex decides to start an Accounting Consulting company, 

where he helps small businesses with all their financial needs. To start his company, he 

reaches out to his connections in the community and joins local organizations, like the 

Rotary Club and Hispanic Chamber of Commerce. His Accounting professors provide 

mentorship as Alex launches his company. 



http://e4fc.org/ima

ges/E4FC_LifeAfte

rCollegeGuide.pdf



Additional Resources
Life After College: A Guide for Undocumented Students 

List of Professional Licenses Available to Undocumented Immigrants

My (un)Documented Life

National Immigration Law Center

United We Dream

http://e4fc.org/images/E4FC_LifeAfterCollegeGuide.pdf
http://e4fc.org/images/E4FC_LifeAfterCollegeGuide.pdf
http://e4fc.org/images/E4FC_LifeAfterCollegeGuide.pdf
http://www.dca.ca.gov/about_dca/entities.shtml
http://www.dca.ca.gov/about_dca/entities.shtml
https://mydocumentedlife.org/
https://mydocumentedlife.org/
https://www.nilc.org/
https://www.nilc.org/
http://unitedwedream.org/
http://unitedwedream.org/


Discussion / Q & A

Contact Us

Casey McCullough                                    

cmmccull@calpoly.edu // undocu@calpoly.edu                  

CSU STEM VISTA AmeriCorps Volunteer dedicated full-time to increasing support for 

undocumented students

Dale Stoker                                                  

dstoker@calpoly.edu                                                                          

Employer Relations Specialist & Member of the Undocumented Student Liaison Team 

in Career Services

mailto:cmmccull@calpoly.edu
mailto:undocu@calpoly.edu
mailto:dstoker@calpoly.edu
mailto:dstoker@calpoly.edu

