
Dr. Fletcher Miller Represents SDSU at SolarPACES 2010 

Conference 

Mechanical Engineering’s Dr. 

Fletcher Miller and graduate student 

Kyle Kitzmiller were invited to travel 

to Perpignan, France in September to 

the SolarPACES 2010 conference, to 

present their research on the 

thermodynamics of solar-coupled gas 

turbines.  They are working on 

powering a jet engine using the heat 

of the sun. 

SDSU was well-represented at the 

conference.   Steve Ruther, a 

Mechanical Engineering graduate and current JDP student, also submitted a paper that was 

accepted at the conference.  He was unable to attend, but his work was presented in poster form.   

Dr. Miller was co-author on an additional paper. Although there were many U.S. companies 

present, SDSU and Cornell University were the only two U.S. schools to attend the conference. 

There was also an industry trade show in which companies displayed new technology. 

Dr. Miller plans to build a solar simulator on campus and have it set up for scale model testing.  

To date work has been done on a computer and a simulator on campus will allow them to 

actually put their theories to the test.  Currently eight students work on research with Dr. Miller.  

Kitzmiller will graduate next year, but is considering continuing to work on his research after 

graduation.  

SolarPACES is an international cooperative network bringing together teams of national experts 

from around the world to focus on the development and marketing of concentrating solar power 

systems (also known as solar thermal power systems).  It is one of a number of collaborative 

programs, called Implementing Agreements, managed under the umbrella of the International 

Energy Agency to help find solutions to worldwide energy problems. 

The SolarPACES 2010 conference is the world’s largest conference dedicated to solar thermal 

research applications, with 800 attendees from all over the world.  It provides a forum for 

industry, research, politics and financing stakeholders to discuss the future of concentrating solar 

energy and provides insight into new developments through presentations by top experts in the 

field.  

For more information on the SolarPACES 2010 conference, visit www.solarpaces2010.org.  

http://www.solarpaces2010.org/


 


