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STUDENTS 
Small, But Mighty, Incoming Class 

 
Due to budget cuts requiring the university to reduce enrollment by 10.8 percent over two 
years, SDSU is welcoming one of the smallest incoming classes in recent decades with just 
around 6,000 new undergraduate students. 
 
In spite of its size, this year’s freshmen class has the highest overall grade point average 

(3.63) and SAT scores (1085) in the university’s history.  
__________________________________________________________________________________________
ENVIRONMENT 
New Green Programs This Fall 
 
New Earth-friendly programs to reduce waste, conserve water and save electricity are now 
a part of campus life.  
 
Besides new bike lanes and energy-efficient lighting, on-campus residents will have a new 
recycling program, funded by a grant from the President’s Leadership Fund, which will provide recycling bags 
and information about participation in other sustainability programs. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
WEB 
SDSU Launches New Homepage 

  
SDSU unveiled its new homepage last month, which features eight “cover stories” that 
highlight the work of students, faculty, staff and alumni. The page includes areas to 
highlight news, events, profiles, blogs and videos. A new events calendar, mobile app and 
links to SDSU’s online communities, resources and important information are also part of 
the new design. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________  
BOOKSTORE 
Bookstore Launches Rent-to-Save  
 
The SDSU Bookstore is one of only a handful of bookstores across the country that is 
offering a large part of its inventory as rentals through the Rent-to-Save program. Almost 
every book currently priced at $25 or more will be available for either rent or purchase. 
 
More than 2,000 titles, including those for the most popular undergraduate classes, are included in the program. 
By comparison, only 49 titles were available for rental last semester. 
 
 
 
 



EDUCATION 
Teaching Tots Focus of New Program 
 

 SDSU is offering a new certificate program that prepares early childhood educators and 
daycare providers to work with preschool children. The four-year program, funded by a 
nearly $1 million grant from San Diego County Health & Human Services, will train at 
least 30 professionals each year. The one-year program is being offered for professionals 
already in the field who can immediately put the training to work in their class

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

rooms. 

 

RESEARCH 
More Firefighters Needed, Study Says  
 
The 2010 California Wildfire Staffing Study, led by Matt Rahn, director of research and 
education at the SDSU College of Sciences’ Field Stations Programs, found that 
firefighters can keep 95 percent of wildfires to 10 acres or less with increased staffing. 
 
The report is significant because while the number of wildfires kept below 10 acres over the last decade has 
remained relatively unchanged, the total number of fire events and the number of extremely large fires has 
dramatically increased statewide. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
ARTS 
String Quartets Rise to the Top 

 
Two quartets with San Diego State ties are among nine finalists in one of the world's 
most elite string quartet competitions. 
 
Cecilia String Quartet, in residence at San Diego State University from 2007-2009, 
and the Hausmann Quartet, currently in residence at SDSU for 2010-2012, are 
participating in the Banff (Canada) International String Quartet Competition. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
DIVERSITY 
Making Aztecs Into Lawyers  
 
SDSU is partnering with California Western School of Law to help improve the 
diversity of students entering law school and the legal profession through the A.I.M. 
program, which stands for Achieve. Inspire. Motivate. 
 
The A.I.M. program will prepare diverse San Diego State University sophomores for 
the law school application process and the rigors of law school. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
COMMUNITY 
All Aboard the Aztec for Life Trolley  

 
SDSU’s Aztec for Life Trolley can be seen travelling throughout San Diego on the 
Metropolitan Transit System’s Green Line which runs through SDSU. The newly 
“wrapped” trolley features famous SDSU alumni and athletes, along with long-time 
supporters, student leaders and prominent faculty members.   
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