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_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
RESEARCH 

Kepler Discovers Planetary System Orbiting Two Suns 

SDSU astronomer Jerry Orosz led a Kepler research team that recently 

discovered the first transiting circumbinary multi-planet system: two planets 

orbiting around a pair of stars. 

 

This discovery shows that planetary systems can form and survive even in the 

chaotic environment around a binary star. Time Magazine, National 

Geographic, Space.com and other national outlets all covered the discovery. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ATHLETICS 

Aztec Football Kicks-Off  
  

Aztec Football hosts Army in their home opener on Saturday, Sept. 8 at Qualcomm 

Stadium.  It is the first in a three-game homestand. Season highlights will include the 

KGB Skyshow game on Saturday, Oct. 6 against Hawaii and the Homecoming game on 

Saturday, Oct. 13 against Colorado State. 

 

The Aztecs lost to the University of Washington in their season opener Sept.1. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________    

SUSTAINABILITY 

Green Campus Earns Award 

SDSU was awarded a silver ranking by the Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in 

Higher Education.  SDSU's many green programs, projects and initiatives, such as diversity 

programs, tray-less dining, and book rental programs were reviewed to create a comprehensive 

portrait of SDSU’s sustainability efforts. 

 

SDSU also made the Sierra Club’s Cool Schools green colleges and universities 2012 list, 

ranking 49 out of the top 96. 
  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________  

ACADEMICS 

Back to Class 

SDSU welcomed nearly 8, 000 new undergraduate students when it began classes on 

Monday, August 27.  The entering freshman class is one of the highest achieving and 

most diverse ever with an average GPA of 3.6 and SAT score of 1085 (two-part). 

 

Among the new freshmen is University Honors Program student Mackenzie Aiken, a 

graduate of El Capitan High School (Lakeside, Calif.) who will begin classes with 41 

college credits under her belt and a 4.6 GPA. Aiken, a National AP Scholar who was 

also accepted to Hofstra University and Emerson College, received the Field Family Endowment Scholarship 

and the Siemens Foundation Merit Scholarship. 



RESEARCH 

Prof. Helps Kids Stay In School 

Robert O. Briggs, management information systems professor at San Diego State 

University, has developed a software program aimed at decreasing drop-out rates 

in public schools. 

 

The program, ActionCenters, is being tested on at-risk students in Chicago-area 

public schools this year. If successful, Briggs, a three-time alumnus of SDSU, 

plans to apply for grant funding to formally test the approach on a larger scale in other cities. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
FACULTY 

Aztec Treasures Revealed 

 

SDSU anthropologist Seth Mallios uncovers the hidden history of the university through 

artifacts in his new book “Hail Montezuma: The Hidden Treasures of San Diego State.”  

 

The hardcover coffee table book documents 115 years of Aztec history and is the 

culmination of 11 years of research and two ye ars of writing and editing. As an 

archaeologist, Mallios studies artifacts.  He estimates he has examined at least a thousand 

San Diego State-related items while researching his book. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ACADEMICS 

HTM Celebrates 10 Years 

 

SDSU’s L. Robert Payne School of Hospitality and Tourism is celebrating its 10
th

 

anniversary.  The school focuses on preparing students to be career-ready upon 

graduation.  Before graduating, students are required to complete two internships 

and at least 1,000 hours of work in the industry. 

 

The program boasts a 99 percent placement rate for its graduates, bolstered in large part by a 67 percent 

correlation between internship and job placement. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
STUDENTS 

USDA Tabs SDSU Student 

 

Rosa Lemus received sponsorship from the USDA-National Agricultural Statistics 

Service for her exemplary work within SDSU-Imperial Valley’s mathematics 

department. 

 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Public Service Leaders Scholarship Program 

provides undergraduate and graduate level students with a paid internship opportunity, 

combined with a full-tuition scholarship. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________  

RESEARCH 

Global Hawk Wing Lands on Campus 

San Diego State University received a section of the Global Hawk composite 

wing that was fabricated during development of the Unmanned Aerial Vehicle. 

 

The wing was dedicated to SDSU by Northrop Grumman and will be used by 

faculty and students for teaching purposes and to conduct further research to 

advance its capabilities for damage detection, structural health prognosis and 

effective repair procedures. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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