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On behalf of our over 320,000 students, faculty, staff and alumni, it’s a pleasure to welcome you 
to the new academic year. 
The past year was a year of great achievement. 
We ranked in the top 25 for students studying abroad and continue to be a top producer of 
Fulbright scholarships. 
We built out the Donald P. Shiley BioScience Center, and our world-leading cardiac researchers 
launched the Integrated Regenerative Research Institute. 
Aztecs distinguished themselves in many fields. To mention just a few: 
Professor Ilya Kaminsky is a finalist for the Neustadt International Prize for literature, and Lisa 
Hoffman’s book, “American Umpire,” received worldwide attention for its views on American 
diplomacy. 
Our researchers discovered a new human immune system and identified the brain structures 
implicated in autism.  
Katie Martin interned for the vice president of the United States, and baseball centerfielder Greg 
Allen was selected as an Arthur Ashe Jr. Sports Scholar. 
Kristin Regini received a fellowship from the National Institutes of Health, and Erin Fletcher 
enrolled in the biomedical sciences Ph.D. program at Harvard. 
It was an amazing year in so many ways. 
Our community donated over 107,000 pounds of food for San Diegans in need. 
We cheered our athletic teams to a school-record 12 conference championships, and Shanieka 
Thomas won the national championship in the triple jump. 
This fall, we welcome the highest-achieving and most diverse class ever.   
We look forward to the opening of the new Aztec Student Union.  
Guided by our strategic plan, we are hiring additional faculty and staff, creating learning 
communities, and launching new internship and mentoring programs. 
We are building areas of research excellence, supporting high-impact practices such as study 
abroad and undergraduate research, and integrating our rich diversity. 




Working on these shared goals is bringing our community together.   
It’s a great time to be an Aztec. 
This year, as every year, we will confront challenges and uncertainty. But what we can know 
with complete certainty is that this year, as in the past 116 years, the work we will do together 
will advance our missions of education, research and service, and lay the foundation for our 
future success. 
Thank you for everything you do for our university. I look forward to a great year!


