
May 24, 2013 
 
Students, faculty, staff and alumni 
San Diego State University 
 
Greetings fellow Aztecs: 
 
It is with great humility that I compose this message for the university community 50 
years hence. While we do our best to make sound judgments in the moment, no one 
can predict the future and, were I to join you at the opening of this time capsule, I 
suspect I would be surprised at the changes that have ensued as well as at the 
commonalities between our times. I hope and trust that the campus is well and that our 
core missions of education and research continue to thrive. 
 
Despite the passage of many years, we are tied together. Our descendants are your 
ancestors, and we all share the privilege of being a part of this special university and its 
history. Perhaps, through the miracle of longevity, there are even a few folks on campus 
in 2063 who were here in 2013. 
 
While I make no predictions about the future, I do want to share the spirit of our 
university as I see it in 2013. We are a university that is proud of what we have 
accomplished and striving to become better. We are a university that finds innovative 
ways to meet our challenges. We are a university that is entrepreneurial and willing to 
take risks. This is why we have built this extraordinary Aztec Student Union and why we 
are carrying forward the Campaign for SDSU, our first comprehensive fundraising 
campaign (see the pin in the time capsule). It is also why we are undertaking many new 
initiatives as described in our strategic plan, “Building on Excellence.”  
 
When you look back from 2063, I hope you find that many of our initiatives, as well as 
those of succeeding generations, have come to fruition. Even more importantly, I hope 
that you have inherited and are nurturing the spirit of innovation and entrepreneurship – 
the Aztec Spirit – that has always moved us forward. With this spirit, all good things are 
possible, including the legacy you will leave for future generations.  
 
With best regards, 
 
 
Elliot Hirshman 
 


